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West Side Story Knocks ôem Dead

Minnesota 
Thunder 
Comes to 
Central
Sunshine Moua Sports Editor

   On Monday, November 24th at 
11 A.M. Jim Froslid, the president 
of the Minnesota Thunder, Super-
intendant Patricia Harvey, and 
Mayor Randy Kelly announced a 
new opportunity for St. Paul and 
St. Paul Central.
   Froslid announced that after 
playing 14 years at Blaine National 
Sport Center, the Thunderõs home 
þeld for 2004 will be Centralõs 
Griffin Stadium.  òBy moving 
to a more central location the 
Thunder feels they can have a 
great impact,ó said Froslid. It 
will be a positive role model for 
children, affordable family en-
tertainment and itõs embracing a 
large ideographic, especially the 
community.ó
   Mayor Kelly believe the Thun-
derõs presence will help improve 
the city.  òSoccer is a great way to 
encourage our different ethnicities 
to enjoy our cities in a very good 
way,ó Kelly said. 

Band and Orchestra Winter Concert
Margaret Block Staff Writer

   As you walk throughout Centralõs halls at early hours of the morning, 
you can often hear music coming from the music hallway  created by our 
talented bands and orchestras which meet before school to practice.
   Central has þve different bands and orchestras: Jazz Band, Varsity Band, 
Concert Band, Orchestra, and Chamber Orchestra, a student organized 
orchestra directed by Laura Bantle which was formed last year. Mr. Oyen 
directs all other bands and orchestras, with the help of Ms. Rachel Widen, 
a student teacher from St. Olaf College.
   The annual winter concert  was on December 11th at 7:00p.m. in 
Centralõs auditorium and featured all bands and orchestras. The music 
on the concertõs program  included: òBrahmõs Humgarian Dance No. 5" 
performed by the orchestra, òMarch from symphonic metamorphosisó 
by Hindemith, performed by the Concert Band, and Schubertõs òSym-
phony No. 8 ôunþnishedõ 2nd movement,ó performed by the Chamber 
Orchestra.
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Success - 
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Girls Hockey
The Blades
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Did you see Walter 
Bond? If not, you 
missed something.
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Yearbooks go 
on sale for 3 days

 in January.

College Information 
Night

Jan 15th 7-9

See you in January!
HAPPY 

HOLIDAYS

   Also, Thunder coach Buzz Lagos spoke about the teamõs success and 
the future of the Thunder at Grifþn Stadium. òThe Thunder have been 
in the championship game 6 times in the last 10 years. We expect to be 
back several more times at Grifþn Stadium,ó said Lagos. 
   Afterwards, a Thunder player knocked around a ball with Central soccer 
stars. From the boysõ team it was Peter Kubes and Guled Sirad and from 
girlõs team Amelia Manderchied.  Even Mayor Kelly got in the action!

Winter Week
Jessyca Gipson Distrubution EditorSledding at 3:30 p.m @ 

Town and Country

Monday December 15th: 
Get Up and Go Breakfast 
at McDonalds @ 6:30

Tuesday December 16th: 
July in December 

Wednesday December 
17th: Winter Day ( Wear 
your Central Scarves & 
Mittens)
* Winter Capture the ÿag!! 
After school at Dunning!!

Friday December 19th: 
Beneþt Concert 7:30 p.m 
in Black Box!!

* Donõt forget that December 
19th is the start of winter break 

Sports
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Winter Break
Dec. 20-Jan.4
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   Are you ready for winter? Well, if 
you are come and participate in the 
activities that will get you ready 
for that cold snow. So join the fun 
in the Winter Week activities and 
those that donõt like the cold there 
will be hot cocoa, coffee, cookies, 
and donuts on sale hosted by Stu-
dent Council. Donõt forget to buy 
your scarf for $11.00 and hats for 
$16.00 on sale the 15th-19th get 
them before they run out. 

The activities are as followed:
Sunday December 14th: 

and school will be back in ses-
sion on January 5th place, 2004 
so write your combination some 
where and your locker number 
have a great Winter Break!!!!

Central High School
275 No. Lexington Parkway
St. Paul, MN 55104

Erin Que Staff Writer

     Nearly 1700 people attended the 
Drama Boardõs four performances 
of West Side Story on December 
5-7 in Centralõs auditorium.  Dra-
ma Board vice-president Katie 
Waddle and secretary Lizzy Cou-
ture directed the show, which was 
written by Aurthur Laurents, with 
Whitney Vogt as Maria, Drama 
Board member Chris Graham as 
Tony, Drama Board president Al-
ice McGlave as Anita, and Terrell 

Adams as Bernardo.  Choreographers Nadia Maccabee, also a Drama 
Board member, and Ariel Nereson incorporated some of Jerome Rob-
binsõ-the original choreographer-dance steps with much of thier own 
routines for each dance number.  Vocal Directors Jenna Lafþn and Cait-
lin Nightingale helped the cast bring Stephen Sondheimõs lyrics to life 
while Conductor Laura Bantle led the pit orchestra in playing Leonard 
Bernsteinõs beautiful, but complicated, music. 
   Over 100 students put in many hours in preperation for opening night.  
Stage Managers Anna Shepard and Alex Sauser-Monnig organized seven 
committees who built, painted, costumed, found props, lit the stage, 
applied the make-up on the cast, and publicized for the show.  Dana 
OõMalley and Eric Grifþnõs logo graced the ÿyers and the covers of the 
programs, which were made by Producer Erin Que.  Lastly, the show 
could not have happened without the help of faculty members Martha 
Graber, Carl Jacobs, Christian King, Dan Nelson, Red Freeberg, and 
Matt Oyen. 

Mayor Kelly in soccer action at Thunder press conference  
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Morning News 
now on Cable TV
Sunshine Moua Staff Writer

   The Central Morning News is 
having a cable show. Every Friday 
when we have school, it will be 
shown live at 9:25 AM. The news 
will be broadcast live throughout 
the St. Paul area that has cable. It 
will be shown on channel 16 twice 
on Saturday and Sunday also. 
   So how did everything get 
started?  The City of St. Paul of-
fered a grant to any schools who 
applied. Central applied by writing 
a litter and received $73, 000. With 
the grant money Central received, 
Central bought equipment to cre-
ate the Broadcast room. òCentral 
had the structure for a TV show, 
but never had the equipment>ó 
Assistant Principal Ken Hanson 
said, ònow with the new equip-
ment, students can experience 
something new.ó
   The main point of Broadcast 
Journalism is to teach students 
the hands on broadcasting expe-
rience. òwe want the students to 
learn what it takes to run a show.ó 
said Jerry Skelly, the technical 
manager. Now with the cable 
show, students, staff, parents, and 
the community will know about all 
the events happening at Central. 
òI would anticipate a professional 
level show that CNN does on a 
weekly basis.ó Skelly said. 

CACC Banquet a Success
Mao Vang Staff Writer
  
   450 Central students, staff and families packed into Centralõs cafeteria 
on Friday, November 7th from 6:30-8:30 PM for the 7th annual Asian 
banquet held by Centralõs Asian Culture Club (CACC).
   With delicious Asian food such as egg roles, fried rice, and beef broc-
coli stir fry, students singing and dancing as entertainment, and an entry 
fee of only $5, the banquet was a great success.
   The master of ceremonies for the night were juniors Xia Thao, and 
CACC Vice-President, Richard Vang. Every board member of CACC had 
their own committee of members who made sure a part of the banquet 
got done. The banquet would not have been possible if it werenõt for the 
75+ CACC members who stayed after school on Friday to help decorate, 
and cook explains Zoua Xiong, President of CACC. 
   òI heard a lot of people were coming, but I literally had no idea that 
about 500 people were coming. Iõd like to thank everyone for coming to 
support CACC.ó says Zoua Xiong. This yearõs overall turnout equaled 
the last two years combined. 
   òI had a great time this year meeting many new friends and reuniting 
with old friends.ó said Linda Moua, sophomore. 
   CACC holds this banquet as their big fund-raiser of the year. The money 
goes to þeld trips, speakers, parties, and hopefully CACC next year. The 
next event for CACC is ice skating with Johnson, Como school, and 
Harding the last week before Winter Break.
   If you couldnõt attend the banquet this year, be sure to keep your ears 
open so you can save it on your calendar next year.

Chess Club
Jessica Kofoid Photo Editor

   òChess is a lot of fun and a great 
game, and people shouldnõt think 
itõs boring when they havenõt 
played it,ó chess club member 
Sam Lancaster speaks the truth 
about the game. Many people 
have gained the misconception 
that chess is a boring game, when 
in fact it is a mind-challenging 
exercise.
   The sixteen chess team members 
meet every Thursday and Friday in 
room 569 from 2:00-3:00. Under 
the eye of Mr. Steiner, the mem-
bers enhance their strategic skills 
by eating and competing against 
one another. They also compete 
against other individuals at tour-
naments throughout the year; one 
tournament will be at Winter Car-
nival this year.
   Last year, the team placed 28th 
in their division, and is expected 
to do better this year due to the 
increased  number of players. The 
State and National tournaments 
will be held in April, and the team 
will follow up last yearõs trip to 
Dallas with a trip to Columbus, 
Ohio.

Fresh Force 
Sponsors òFeed 
the Needó
Sunshine Moua Sports Editor

   Centralõs Fresh Force held their 
annual Feed the Need dinner in 
the schoolõs cafeteria Friday, No-
vember 21st. It was a huge suc-
cess! There was plenty of food and 
games played. The cost was four 
dollars to attend. The purpose of 
this dinner was to promote hunger 
awareness around the community. 
The money raised from the din-
ner went to Mercy Corporationõs 
program, òGive for Kids.ó
   òI hope that this year Feed the 
Need will be the foundation of 
more Feed the Need to come. I 
hope one day it will be recognized 
nationally because itõs a great way 
to raise money and sent to those 
who are in need, especially chil-
dren,ó said Fresh Force President 
PaHoua Lor.

2 Hot 
2 Handle,
 2 Cold 
 2 Hold
Hip Hop dancers 
shake their stuff at 
Central events
Diedra Gross Business Editor

   Ever wonder who those students 
are who dance at games, pep-
fests, and other events. Well, itõs 
the Central Hip-Hop dance team, 
also known as 2 Hot 2 Handle, 2 
Cold 2 Hold. The group ranges 
from freshmen to seniors and has 
both boys and girls. The group 
was designed to give students a 
chance to engage in an activity 
other than sports. The team meets 
every Wednesday and Thursday 
from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the 
Black Box.
   òWe represent unity of different 
minority groups,ó says soph-
omore captain Tishelle Gross, 
òthat is why the team consists of 
African Americans, Hispanics, and 
Asians.ó The team plans on per-
forming at both boysõ and girlsõ 
basketball games, pep-fests, and 
mostly all events they are invited 
to. The team will continue what 
was brought to Central by senior 
Ebony JaJa in 2002-2003. The fol-
lowing students are the members 
of the 2003-2004 dance team.

Captain: Diedra Gross
Captain: Tishelle Gross
Captain: Britney Burnaugh
Boysõ Captain: Jeremiah Young
Sir Adams
Ashta Anderson
Yeshi Betha
Sade Burch
Maurice Coston
Brittany Delaney
Janesha Frierson
Brianna Fountain
Dennis Foye
Jazmin Gaither
Cyndi Gavin
Jasmine Glass
Dion Harris
Dorian Hay
Brittney Hutchinson

Rochelle Jackson
Shaula Johnson
Leon Kirk
Georgia Levy
Cassie McDofþe
Latara Presswood
Latila Ross
Annette Simmons
Brittney Simmons
Jennifer Stokes
Eddie Thao
Rocky Thao
Rachid Van Pelt
Tiffany Vann

Jazz Band 
Concert
Adam Zaklika Staff Writer

   At 7:30 p.m. on November 19 the 
Central High School Jazz Band, 
in collaboration with the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Jazz Band, 
performed their þrst concert of the 
year. The concert was held in the 
Central High School auditorium. 
The concert was a combination 
of trumpets, trombones, guitars, 
basses, drums, and other various 
instruments. Renditions of òSing, 
Sing, Sing,ó òSt. Thomas,ó and 
òFun Timesó were performed. 
Selected Duke Ellington pieces 
were also played. The jazz band 
had been practicing for this con-
cert since this school year began 
with band and orchestra teacher 
Mr. Oyen, who will prepare the 
band for their Winter concert on 
December 4 and will be taking the 
band to New York in March for a 
nation wide competition. Senior 
drummer Jamilyn Coleman said 
of the past concert, òIt was a 
great performance to kick off the 
year and really helped us þnd our 
rhythm.ó

Ramadan Ends 
Season of fasting ends for Muslims 
Jessica Kofoid, Staff Writer

   Around 610 A.D. a man named Mohammed was wandering in a desert 
near Mecca and contemplating his faith. Then, one night, the voice of 
Gabriel the angel spoke to Mohammed from the sky. The angel spoke 
the words of Allah to him, which would later be the þrst verses of the 
Quran.
   Now, Muslums around the world celebrate the time when Mohammed 
received Allahõs words through a lengthy holiday called Ramadan. It is 
the ninth month of the lunar calendar , which spans from approximately 
October 27th to  November 26th this year, depending on the position of 
the moon.
   This blessed month consists of fasting, prayer and charity. Beginning 
around the age of 12, all Muslims have to practice sawm, or fasting, 
throughout Ramadan. They have to abstain from all food and bever-
ages, even water, during daylight. However, before the sunrises  and 
after it sets everyone is entitled to a meal. These meals during the dark 
hours are called sunocr and iftar. While craving nutrients, the people are 
reminded of the poor and suffering, which is seen as a way to cleanse 
the body and soul. 
   The prayer during Ramadan lasts just about as long during the day as 
the fasting does. Each night, 1/30 of the Quran is read in prayers called 
Tarawin. by the end of the month, the entire Quran is read. through prayer, 
the Islamic people able to show their devotion to Allan.
   As the month of Ramadan nears its end people are obligated to share 
blessings, feed the poor, make contributions to Mosques, all for char-
ity. On the last day of Ramadan, the festival of Eid- al-Fitr (òfestival of 
Breaking the fastó) takes place. Everyone dresses their þnest, decorates 
their houses, and socializes with family and friends. 
   Many Central students celebrated Ramadan this fall.

Sadie 
Hawkins
How Centralõs òSa-
diesõ originated
by Jessyca Gipson

   Have you ever wondered what 
the real meaning of Sadie Hawkins 
is? Well, on November 15, 1937, 
Al Capp, creater of the Lilõ Ab-
ner comic strip, invented Sadie 
Hawkins Day.  At Central, Sadie 
Hawkins is a time when a female 
asks a male to a dance.  November 
was known as Sadie Hawkins 
month and it had become an un-
ofþcial holiday.
   In Cappõs comic strip Sadie 
Hawkins was the ugly daughter 
of the Mayor of Dogpatch, a þcti-
tious hillbilly town. Her father 
got together all the eligible males  
and þred a gun for the guys to run 
out of town  and the girls to chase 
them. When Sadie Hawkins, or 
any girl in town,  chased her man 
down, caught him, and dragged 
him back to town, he had no choice 
but to marry her.
   On November 9, 1938, the very 
þrst recorded high school òSadie 
Hawkins Danceó was held. Al 
Capp didnõt give this event a 
special date in his comic strip but 
Sadie Hawkins became so popular 
that schools and colleges across 
the U.S. turned it into an annual 
November event.

Senior Corner
Cap & Gown Measurements are completed
Caps & Gowns will be black.
Graduation is June 3rd 8 P.M.
A Graduation Announcements has be designed.
Sr. Snowtubing will be Feb. 5th.
Sr Sweat Shirt design contest going on now.
Sr. Class Meewting on Jan  8
Sr Overnighht Retreat to be Feb. 27th

The Senior Class motto is:
òLive as if you were to die tomorrow.
 Learn as if you were to live forever.ó   Mahatma Gandhi
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Yeng Vang
Natalie Walker
Rose Ward
Pa Xiong
Jeremiah Young
John Young
Kena Reinnart
Paco Woods

Supervisors:
  Judy Scroggins
  Mimi Jennings

Teachers Present
     Congratulations to teachers 
Maxine Smith and Ethan Cherin 
from Central Teaching Academy 
who made a presentation at the 
Council of the Great City Scools 
in Chicago.

Acting Classes present their own

Original Theater 
pieces

Jan 15th 
7-9 P.M.




