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As MinnesotaÕs oldest continuously existing high school, Central High School has a long, rich tradition of academic excellence.  
Today, as a Blue Ribbon School of Excellence, Central is a role model for schools serving diverse populations. Gifted/Talented 
courses, as well as general courses, performing arts, media communications and technology, the Building Tech Academy and the 
Teaching Careers Academy all provide a rigorous, standards-based education. Central offers students of all interests and abilities 
the opportunity to achieve individual educational excellence in a vibrant community supported by high-quality staff, involved 
parents and school/business partnerships. 

 
GRADING & GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS:  

 
STATE OF MINNESOTA REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION:  Students beginning with the class of 2010 must pass 
the Minnesota Comprehensive AssessmentÕs in Reading, Writing, and Math and complete the Six Year Plan. 
 
CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION:  In addition to passing the Minnesota 
Comprehensive AssessmentÕs, a student must successfully earn a minimum of 21.5 quarter credits each year in order to graduate 
with his or her class.  Beginning with the class of 2012, students will be required to have 86 quarter credits to graduate.  If credits 
are not earned, students need to retake courses at summer school or through the Area Learning Center.  Students are responsible 
for checking with counselors to make certain that graduation requirements are met or exceeded.  Transfer students must meet with 
their School Counselor to determine graduation status. 
 
CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL CHANGED TO THE QUARTER GRADING SYSTEM FALL 2008:   In compliance with a 
district initiative, Central High School began the 2008-2009 school year on the quarter system.  Similar to the semester system, 
Central continues to offer six classes each term, plus Advisory.  Students earn 1.0 credit for each class and 0.25 credits for 
Advisory each quarter.  In converting studentsÕ transcripts to the quarter system, earned semester credits have been doubled so 
that 2.0 credits are reported for every 1.0 semester credit previously received. 
 
GRADING SYSTEM AND HIGH HONORS DESIGNATION (Beginning with Class  of 2008):  The Board of Education 
approved a new grading scale for high school courses in which grade pluses (+) and minuses (-) carry significance for student 
GPAs.  They also approved a revision in the formula for the weighting of grades in honors courses.  The changes went into effect 
for the class of 2008.  Students achieving a GPA of 3.0 or better are considered Honor Roll Students for that quarter. ÔAÕ and ÔBÕ 
Honor Rolls are posted each quarter.  A cumulative GPA for each student is also computed at the end of each quarter by dividing 
the total honor points earned since beginning ninth grade by the total number of credits attempted since beginning ninth grade. 
The cumulative GPA is used in determining the class rank, Academic Letter Awards and the Senior Honors List. 
 
The grade point scales is:  A+ = 4.0; A = 4.0; A- = 3.7; B+ = 3.3; B = 3.0; B- = 2.7; C+ = 2.3; C = 2.0; C- = 1.7; D+ = 1.3; D = 
1.0; D- + .7; N = 0 
 
The formula for honors courses, effective with the class of 2008, will be figured for GPA via a 1.25 multiplier effect.  (e.g. An 
ÒAÓ [4.0] in an honors course will be multiplied by 1.25 to yield a weighted grade point of 5.0 [4.0 x 1.25 = 5.0].  A ÒBÓ in an 
honors course will yield a weighted grade point of 3.75 [3.0 x 1.25 = 3.75], and so on down the scale.) 
 
The Board also approved district-wide graduation with honors categories and criteria that begins with the class of 2008.  In 2008 
and beyond, students graduating with cumulative grade point averages of 3.75 and above and who have completed at least two 
years of world language study (or demonstration of oral and written proficiency at an equivalent level in a language other than 
English) will be awarded ÒHigh HonorsÓ at graduation.  Students graduating with cumulative grade point averages of 3.3 to 3.74 
and who have completed at least two years of world language study (or demonstration of oral and written proficiencies at an 
equivalent level in a language other than English) will earn ÒHonorsÓ. 
 
SENIOR HONOR ROLL STUDENTS:  Senior Honor Roll Students are identified from the cumulative grade point average 
(GPA) after the 2nd quarter of their senior year. All seniors with a cumulative GPA of 3.0 are considered Senior Honor Roll 
Students. Our Senior Honors Awards Assembly is held in May. Top 10 students earn the right to wear double gold cords at 
graduation. Students with 4.0 (GPA) or above earn the right to wear a single gold cord at graduation and students with a 3.0 to 
3.99 (GPA) earn the right to wear gold tassels at graduation. 
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NO CLASS CHANGES ARE ALLOWED:  After students have registered for the next year, decisions are made regarding 
staffing and course offerings. Those variables cannot be changed later; consequently, student choices may not be changed except 
in cases where computer errors were made or where the student was incorrectly assigned to an inappropriate level of course. 
 
GRADE REPORTING:  Progress grades are mailed home midterm, with final grades after each quarter. These show grades and 
credits earned.  Parent Conferences will be held four times per year.  If parents are unable to attend, they should contact the 
school to talk individually with teachers. A parent, teacher, counselor or student may request a special conference to deal with 
academic or behavioral issues. 

 

 
  Credit Requirements Class of 2012 & 2013 
 Language Arts (English)   16 quarter credits   
 World History      4 quarter credits 
 Geography       2 quarter credits (minimum) 
 US History       4 quarter credits 
 Government       2 quarter credits (minimum) 
 Economics        2 quarter credits (minimum) 
 Math (thru Algebra 2)   12 quarter credits 
 Science (4 must be Biology)  12 quarter credits 
 Fine Arts       4 quarter credits 
 Physical Education      2 quarter credits 
 Health        2 quarter credits 
 Family Consumer Science/   
  Technology Education    2 quarter credits 
 Electives     22 quarter credits 
 Total       86 quarter credits 
 

 

 
  Credit Requirements Class of 2010 &  2011 
 Language Arts (English)   16 quarter credits   
 World History      4 quarter credits 
 Geography       2 quarter credits (minimum) 
 US History       4 quarter credits 
 Government       2 quarter credits (minimum) 
 Economics        2 quarter credits (minimum) 
 Math (thru Algebra 2)   12 quarter credits 
 Science (4 must be Biology)  12 quarter credits 
 Fine Arts       4 quarter credits 
 Physical Education      2 quarter credits 
 Health        2 quarter credits 
 Family Consumer Science/   
  Technology Education    2 quarter credits 
 Electives     21 quarter credits 
 Total       85 quarter credits 
 



 5 

 
 

Class of 2010 through 2013 
 1)  Must meet proficiency levels in the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments 

 for reading, math and writing. 
2)  Must complete a Six-Year Education Plan. 

 3)  Must complete credit requirements as listed above. 
 

 
 
 

Curric ulum Features: 
 
International Baccalaureate (IB) Program: This global pre-university program offers 28 courses leading to college credit while 
in high school.  The curriculum includes choices in math, science, English, philosophy, history, economics, six world languages, 
and electives including art, theater, and music.  The IB Full Diploma also has a community arts and service requirement, 
enrollment in the senior Theory of Knowledge seminar, and an extended essay.  Student work is assessed through external exams, 
graded by examiners around the world.  All IB instructors are specially trained for IB.  Class descriptions are found in each 
departmentÕs offerings presented in this guide. 
 
Quest:  A Central original, the Quest humanities program challenges students to think independently and to learn from each other 
and from the instructor in a Socratic, discussion based way.  Classes are multi-graded.  Class descriptions are found in the 
English, and Social Studies offerings presented in this guide. 
 
Advanced Placement (AP):  The AP program of the College Board provides a way for high schools to offer college-level 
courses to their more advanced students to demonstrate satisfactory achievement in those studies.  Exams are externally graded by 
the College Board.  AP courses are offered in math, science, economics, history, English and some languages.  AP courses are 
presently offered in English, Calculus, Chemistry, Physics, Environmental Science, US History, Geography, Government, 
Economics, and Russian. 
 
College in the Schools (CIS):  This program allows students to take the equivalent of introductory college level courses from the 
University of Minnesota at the high school site from a high school teacher who has been approved to teach the course.  Students 
receive both college and high school credit for those classes.  Students must be in the top 25% of their class and seek approval 
from the instructor.  Students should check with their counselor if they are interested in these college level courses.  CIS courses 
are presently offered in the English department. 
 
Saint Paul Career Pathways Academy:  Saint Paul Career Pathways Academy is a high school program located at Saint Paul 
College where students can explore careers, take Career and Technical Education courses, and have the opportunity to earn high 
school and college credit.  See page 7 of this guide for more information. 
 
Post-Secondary Enrollment Options:  PSEO allows high school juniors and seniors to attend a Technical Institute or College, 
either full or part time, at no cost to the student.  These students may enroll in any nonsectarian course at an eligible 2-year or 4-
year institution and earn high school and college credits simultaneously.  Students may not take more than a full course load when 
the high school and PSEO programs are combined.  Various colleges have eligibility requirements and application deadlines that 
apply.  It is the studentÕs responsibility to work with the college he/she plans to attend as well as to assure that s/he has the 
necessary credits for graduation.  See your school counselor for entry requirements and details. 
 
Media Communications:  Central has an audio recording studio and a broadcast journalism set.  Student musicians prepare and 
record original compositions.  Student TV crews produce daily announcements and video accounts of school activities.  
Technology students experience leadership by helping to maintain CentralÕs web page, central.spps.org, and assisting the 
technology coordinator with projects throughout the building.  Class descriptions are located on the Technology Education and 
Performing Arts pages found in this guide. 
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Performing Arts:   CentralÕs Touring Theater is renowned for the student work produced and performed in our own theater and 
throughout the Twin Cities.  CentralÕs Concert Band, Concert Choir, and Orchestra perform on and off campus throughout the 
year.  Central musicians have a tradition of excellence and superior ratings at local, state and national festivals and competitions. 
Class descriptions are located in the Performing Arts pages found in this guide. 
 
Automotive Repair Service:  The automotive program at Central is a study in growing mechanical technology, group 
cooperation, and community service. Central offers three automotive courses; Auto 1 provides the student with consumer 
information and automotive survival skills. The Advanced Automotive and Vehicle Repair courses are taken off-campus at the 
Central Service Station (CSS) located on the corner of Selby and Dunlap. All students enrolled in the repair classes will be trained 
on the IBM computer and will experience the excitement afforded by computer technology.  Students enrolled in classes held at 
CSS are actively involved in the diagnosis, estimation, and repair of each vehicle. Students are also involved in the 
communication of such diagnosis and estimation with the customer.  Class descriptions are located in the Technology Education 
pages found in this guide. 
 
Building Technology Academy:  Students have the opportunity to learn from relevant applied, contextual and technical 
curriculum in an interdisciplinary setting. Students will develop an understanding of all aspects of the industry through 
exploration of a range of occupations within the construction and other related fields.  Class descriptions are located in the 
academy offerings found in this guide. 
 
Teaching Career Academy:  Through this program, students are encouraged and prepared to pursue a teaching career.  Students 
are provided a rigorous, standards-based curriculum focused on teaching, learning and children. This academy setting offers field 
experiences with diverse populations and community service learning opportunities; and links students to post-secondary 
education opportunities.  Class descriptions are located in the academy offerings found in this guide. 
 

Advisory:  
 
Advisories are held daily after 2nd period for 18 minutes throughout the school year.  Curriculum will center on strategies for high 
school success and planning for post secondary opportunities through initiation of the Six Year Plan.  Additionally, Advisories 
offer students the opportunity to meet individually with an Advisor to track their progress towards graduation. Advisory time also 
includes the televised morning news to ensure that all students are informed about pertinent school activities and information.  
Advisories are randomly determined in ninth grade.  Each advisory stays with the same advisor through graduation.  Students will 
earn 1.0 credit for Advisory for the year. 
 

EXTRA -CURRICULAR SCHO OL ACTIVITIES:  
 
3M STEP 
A Vous La Parole 
    (French Competition) 
Admission Possible 
Alpine Ski Club 
Anime Club 
Art Club 
Band Competition 
Central Asian Culture Club 
Central Minority Encouragement 

Program 
Ceramics Club 
Ceridian Partnership 
Chemistry Club 
Choir 
Debate Team 
Destination Imagination 
Drama Club 
DriversÕ Education 
Earth Corps 
Fishing Club 

Fresh Force 
Gay Straight Alliance 
German Club 
Girl Scouts 
Guitar Club 
Habitat for Humanity 
Indian Education Program 
Math League 
Mesibah (Jewish Interest Club) 
MN Scholastic Art Competition 
Mock Trial 
Model United Nations 
Mucho Gusto (Latino Interest Club) 
Multicultural Diversity Fair 
Multicultural Excellence Program 
Muslim Student Association 
National History Day 
National Honor Society 
National Latin Contest 
Newspaper 
Orchestra Contest 

Philosophy Club 
Ping Pong 
Prom Committee 
Quiz Bowl 
Roots & Shoots 
Science Olympiad 
Senior Class Council 
Speech Team 
Student Council 
Swing Dance Club 
Touring Theater 
Ultimate Frisbee 
Upper Connections 
    (Christian Interest Club) 
Upward Bound (St. Olaf/Lakewood) 
Yearbook 
Young Democrats 
Young Republicans 
Youth Leadership Initiative 
Youth Against War & Racism 
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Saint Paul Career Pathways Academy at Saint Paul College 
 
What is Saint Paul Career Pathways Academy? 
 
Saint Paul Career Pathways Academy is a high school 
program located at Saint Paul College where students 
can explore careers, take Career and Technical 
Education courses, and have the opportunity to earn 
high school and college credit. 
 

Saint Paul Career Pathways Academy is an option 
for: 

¥ Students in grades 11 or 12 who are on 
track for graduation 

 
¥ Students who learn best in Òhands-onÓ 

activities 
 

¥ Students who want to explore advanced 
career and technical education and 
certification possibilities 

 
¥ Students who are ready to prepare for 

highly skilled technical workplaces 
 
What about Transportation? 
 
Bus transportation from the studentÕs home high 
school will be provided to the Saint Paul Career 
Pathways Academy. 
 
What is the Registration Process? 
 
Students interested in attending Saint Paul Career 
Pathways Academy must see their school counseling 
counselor for registration application information. 
 
What is the Schedule? 
 
Students attend a two-hour block career course and 
take their remaining courses at their home high school.  
 

What Career and Technical Education Pathways & 
Classes are offered at the Saint Paul Career 
Pathways Academy? 
 
Business & Computer Technology Pathway 
These courses are for students interested in computer 
technology careers. The courses can lead to 
certification which gives students the skills needed for 
industry and college. 

¥ T405211 Computer Repair Pre-A+ 
Certification 

¥ T405261 Computer Networking 
¥ T407231 Web Design, Advanced 
¥ T407611 Digital Imaging, Advanced 

 
Construction Trades Pathway 
These courses are for students interested in careers in 
the trades. Opportunities will be available for students 
to earn apprenticeship hours.  Future courses will 
include both trade and non-trade areas such as 
management, architecture, and green building. 

¥ T404521 Construction Methods 
¥ T404531 Construction Trades 

 
Medical Health Sciences Pathway 
This set of courses is for students interested in the 
healthcare field. Students will be prepared to earn their 
Registered Nursing Assistant Certification.  

¥ C401511 Medical Careers/Nursing Assistant 
 
Project Lead the Way Ð Pre-Engineering Pathway 
These courses will prepare students for advanced 
coursework at the college level in engineering. 
Students will design and build projects based on 
engineering principles using the Project Lead the Way 
national curriculum. 

¥ T401471 Intro to Engineering Design CP 
¥ T431491 Principles of Engineering Honors
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POST HIGH SCHOOL PLANNING  
 
ACT and SAT TESTS:  Students planning to attend a four year college or university should plan to take the ACT or SAT in 
spring of their junior year. Registration materials will be available in the Career Resource Center in the Fall. 
 
COLLEGE ENTRANCE RECOMMENDATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS:  
 
All high school students who plan to continue their education beyond high school should select their high school classes carefully.  
Post secondary institutions look closely at transcripts, so students will want to be fully prepared for the application process.  A 
good schedule will reflect a balance between courses that are required preparation for the future and courses that reflect the 
special interests of the student.  The following samples of requirements are characteristic of most colleges. However, students in 
collaboration with their counselor, are encouraged to investigate their particular school of choice to determine which high school 
courses are most appropriate for them. 
 
Minnesota state two-year colleges:  Minnesota state two-year colleges have a policy of "open admission," which means that 
anyone with a high school diploma or a GED may enroll. Even if you donÕt have a high school diploma or GED, you may still be 
admitted if you demonstrate the potential for being successful in college. 
 
Minnesota four-year state universities: Bemidji, Mankato, Metropolitan, Moorhead, St. Cloud, Southwest, Winona:  
Minnesota four-year state universities will generally accept you if you meet one of three criteria: 

¥ graduate in the top half of your high school class 
¥ score 21 or higher on the ACT 
¥ receive a combined score of 1000 on the SAT standardized Tests 

Also, you should have completed the following curriculum (or its competency equivalent) while in high school: 
¥  4 years of English (including composition and literature) 
¥  3 years of math (2 years of algebra and 1 year of geometry) 
¥  3 years of science (including 1 year each of a biological and physical science) 
¥  3 years of social students (including 1 year each of U.S. history and geography) 
¥  2 years of a single world language 
¥  1 year of either world culture or fine arts 

If you do not meet these requirements you may still be considered for admission, but you may be required to take specific course 
work designed to enhance your opportunity for academic success. Contact the admissions office of the school you wish to attend 
for more information. 
 
University of Minnesota: Crookston, Duluth Morris, Twin Cities:  University of Minnesota preparation requirements are 
listed below: 

¥  4 years of English, with emphasis on writing, including instruction in reading and speaking skills and in literary 
understanding and appreciation 

¥ 3 years of mathematics, including one year each of elementary algebra, geometry and intermediate algebra 
¥  3 years of science, including one year of biological and physical science including laboratory experience 
¥  2 years of a single second language 
¥  3 years of social studies, including one year of geography and U.S. history 
¥  1 year in the visual or performing arts, including instruction in the history and interpretation of the art form 

 
University of Wisconsin System:  You need to graduate from high school, complete the course requirements outlined below, get 
good grades (that is, rank high in your class), and take the American College Test (ACT) including the written test: 

¥  4 years of English, including composition and literature 
¥  3 years of social science, including history 
¥  3 years of mathematics, including algebra and geometry and advanced mathematics 
¥  3 years of natural science including at least one unit of laboratory science, such as biology, chemistry, or physics. 
¥ 2 years of a single foreign language. 
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Minnesota Private Colleges/Augsburg, Bethel, Carleton, St. Benedict, St. Catherine, St. Scholastica, Concordia St. 
Paul/Moorhead, Gustavus Adolphus, Hamline, Macalester, MCAD, St. JohnÕs, St. MaryÕs, St. Olaf, St. Thomas:  It is 
recommended that the student inquire directly to the private college requiring specific requirements. The following serves only as 
an example: 

¥  4 years of English with an emphasis on writing 
¥  3 or more years of mathematics, with at least two years of algebra and one of geometry 
¥  3 or more years of science, with one year of a laboratory science 
¥  3 or more years of social science 
¥  2 or more years of the same foreign language 
 

COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVES:  
Representatives of colleges, universities, technical colleges, military branches and private vocational school schedule visits at our 
high school. Dates of these visits are given on morning announcements. Interested students are responsible for signing up in the 
counseling office. 
 
FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION:   Applications for financial aid are available in the Career Resource Center. These 
cannot be postmarked until January 1 of the studentÕs senior year. Every January, Central hosts a financial aid planning seminar 
for seniors, juniors and their parents. 
 
The FAFSA is available in paper and electronic formats.  You can get the paper version from your high school, the financial aid 
office at any college or university, the public library, or by calling 1-800-4-FED-AID. 
 
If you prefer, you can fill out a web-based version of the FAFSA at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov (step-by-step instructions are 
provided on this site). 

 
NATIONAL COLLEGE FAIR:   This college fair, held downtown Minneapolis or St. Paul in the fall, has both daytime and 
evening hours. Colleges, universities and technical colleges from all over the country are represented there. Please contact the 
Counseling Department for exact dates. 
 
PSAT:  This national Test, given in October to 11th grade students, acts as a screening for the National Merit Scholarships. The 
Test is given on a school day at a nominal cost (processing fee). For sophomores this test can be used as a practice test for the 
junior year PSAT. 
 
 

NCAA REQUIREMENTS FOR DIVISION I AND DIVISION II INSTITUTIONS  
Students who want to participate in NCAA Division I or II athletics should consult with their counselor as they start the 
certification process by the end of their sophomore year or early in their junior year.   
 
Starting August 1, 2008, 16 Core Courses will be required for NCAA Division I only . The following rules apply to any student 
first entering college or university on or after August 1, 2008. See the charts below for the breakdown of Division I and Division 
II core-course requirements. 
 

 
NCAA DIVISION I  

16 Core-Course Rule  
16 Core Courses:  
4 years of English.  
3 years of mathematics (Algebra I or higher).  
2 years of natural/physical science (1 year of lab science:  biology, chemistry or physics).  
1 year of additional English, mathematics or natural/physical science.  
2 years of social studies.  
4 years of additional courses (from any area above, foreign language or nondoctrinal religion/philosophy).  
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NCAA DIVISION II  
14 Core-Course Rule  

14 Core Courses:  
3 years of English.  
2 years of mathematics (Algebra I or higher).  
2 years of natural/physical science (1 year of lab science:  biology, chemistry or physics).  
2 years of additional English, mathematics or natural/physical science.  
2 years of social studies.  
3 years of additional courses (from any area above, foreign language or nondoctrinal religion/philosophy).  
 

 
Test Scores  
 

¥ Division I has a sliding scale for test scores (ACT/SAT) and grade-point average.  Visit the clearinghouse Web site 
at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net or see your counselor for more information. 

¥ Division II has a minimum SAT score requirement of 820 or an ACT sum score of 68.  
¥ The SAT score used for NCAA purposes includes only the critical reading and math sections. The writing section of 

the SAT is not used.  
¥ The ACT score used for NCAA purposes is a sum of the four sections on the ACT: English, math, reading and 

science. 
¥ All SAT and ACT scores must be reported directly to the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse by the 

testing agency. Test scores that appear on transcripts will no longer be used. When registering for the SAT or 
ACT, use the clearinghouse code of 9999 to make sure the score is reported to the clearinghouse.  

 
Grade-Point Average  
 

¥ Only core courses (English, mathematics, social studies and science) are used in the calculation of the grade-point 
average. 

¥ Be sure to look at Central High SchoolÕs list of NCAA-approved core courses on the clearinghouse Web site to 
make certain that the courses you take have been approved as core courses. The Web site is 
www.ncaaclearinghouse.net. 

¥ Division I Core Grade-Point-Average and Test Score Sliding Scale requirements can be viewed at 
www.ncaaclearinghouse.net. 

¥ The Division II grade-point-average requirement is a minimum 2.000.  
For more information regarding the rules, please go to www.ncaa.org. Click on ÒAcademics and AthletesÓ then ÒEligibility and 
Recruiting.Ó Or visit the clearinghouse Web site at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net. Please call the NCAA Eligibility Center if you 
have questions:  Toll-free number: 877/622-2321 or see your school counselor. 
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2007-2008 COURSE OFFERINGS 
Alphabetical by Department 

 
Note:  Courses offered will fulfill Minnesota state standards for high school graduation.  Further 
information can be obtained from the state website:  http://education.state.mn.us/mde/index.html 
 

ACADEMIES 
 

BUILDING TEC HNOLOGY ACADEMY 
 
T404501 Construction Technology  09-10 
Grades 9-12 Full Year, offered in odd years. 
Course Description:  Construction Technology is a course within the Building Technology Academy and provides students with 
the opportunity to develop a variety of knowledge and skills associated with the construction industry through shop activities and 
work on Habitat for Humanity job sites.  Students will learn how to safely operate a variety of hand and power tools, learn the 
basics of floor, wall and roof framing, how the exterior of the structure is enclosed and finished, and apply this new knowledge to 
build simple structures of make alterations and repairs on residential buildings.  Prerequisite:  None 
 
T404511 Construction Systems and Design  08-09 
Grades 9-12 Full Year, offered in even years. 
Course Description:  This course will explore construction and its relation to the major technology clusters.  Students will be 
introduced to design process and the use of drafting as a ÒlanguageÓ in the construction industry.  Students will acquire 
knowledge of computational and measurement skills and technologies used in drafting and construction.  Student will use 
technical skills to create plans for designing and constructing complex structures or analyzing existing structures.  Students will 
gain supervised learning experience working on Habitat for Humanity home sites and will continue/begin to develop a portfolio. 
Prerequisite:  None 

 
TEACHING ACADEMY 

 
C401311 Introduction to Teaching 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1 & 2   
Course Description:  Introduction to Teaching is the first course in the Teaching Career Academy sequence. The course 
introduces teaching as a career. Topics include: historical overview and current issues in education, interviewing, career 
investigation including an exploration of the range of careers in education, classroom instructional and management techniques, 
portfolio development, and service learning. Students will gain supervised experience working with elementary school students 
(service learning) and will begin to develop a portfolio. Service learning and portfolio development activities will continue 
through the Academy sequence.  Prerequisite:  GPA of 2.5 or higher or teacher approval. 
 
H407313 Developmental Psychology 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 3 & 4 
Course Description:  Developmental Psychology is the second course in the Teaching Career Academy Sequence.  The course 
introduces students to child and adolescent development.  Topics include theory and research in the developmental sciences; 
foundations of development; language, learning, and cognitive development; and the ecology of development.  Included is a 
consideration of development in cultural contexts.  Connections will be made between course topics and their application within a 
teaching setting.   Students will gain supervised experience working in Central High School grade 9 classrooms (service learning) 
and will continue to develop their portfolios.  Prerequisite:  Intro to Teaching 
 
C401321 Teaching Methods 
Grades 11-12 Quarter 1 & 2 
Course Description:  Teaching Methods is the third course in the Teaching Career Academy sequence.  Saint Paul Public 
SchoolsÕ Standards for Effective Teaching form the basis for the course.  Topics include communication, observation, 
establishing an environment of respect and rapport, and an environment for learning, effective instructional techniques, lesson 
planning, managing classroom procedures, managing student behavior, questioning and feedback, classroom assessment, and 
current topics.  The impact of culture and community will be explored.  Technology is extensively used as a tool for learning.  
This course combines service learning/internship experiences with Central High School teachers and students, and an after-school 
seminar.  Students will have the opportunity to continue to develop their portfolio. 
Prerequisite:  Intro to Teaching and Developmental Psychology 
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ARTS 
 

PERFORMING ARTS 
 
P405111 Acting, Beginning (Theatre Arts I) 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 and/or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  Theatre Arts I is designed to help the student discover the power of their artistic imagination through a 
variety of theatre-based activities. Creating safe space and group collaboration is at the foundation of all the work. Students are 
introduced to improvisation, script work, character development, playwriting and a variety of skills that enhance creativity, self-
esteem and cultural awareness. Students use this knowledge to solve problems, communicate meaning and define their own 
personal creative voice. Throughout the term students will perform for family members and students, and the class culminates in a 
comprehensive performance in which they create their own play.  Prerequisite: None 
 
P405121 Acting, Intermediate (Theatre Arts II)  
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Theatre Arts II develops complexity and depth of skills acquired in Theatre Arts 1 to solve problems, 
communicate meaning, and critically analyze and define their own personal creative voice. Through advanced theatre activities, 
students delve deeper into character development, playwriting, improvisation, and vocal and physical work. Students will become 
familiar with directing in relation to set design, costuming, props and audience perception of performance. Students will develop a 
critical sense of their own and othersÕ performances. Theatre II students will be expected to participate in an ensemble 
performance for a public audience in which they create their own play.  Prerequisite: Theatre 1 
 
P405131 Acting, Advanced (Theatre Arts III)  
Grades 11-12 Full Year (2 hours) 
Course Description:  This is an advanced continuation of the skills acquired in Theatre Arts I and Theatre Arts II. In Advanced 
Acting, students will build on their performance skills by participating in advanced level improvisation, script work, and 
playwriting. They will be intensely involved in Central Touring Theatre Company as actors and will take on duties included in all 
aspects of the business. They will participate in booking, event planning, fundraising, promotion, and audience selection. They 
will also focus on intense career preparation that includes creating a resume, photos, and taking part in mock auditions. They will 
be immersed in their community by touring throughout the Twin Cities area and attending required field trips to professional 
theatre companies. The Advanced students will also have the opportunity to work with professionals including but not limited to 
choreographers, martial artists, directors, acting coaches, and voice teachers. 
Prerequisite: Theatre I and II or Teacher permission. 
 
P402431 Band, Intermediate 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course offers instruction for students with previous experience playing individually and in groups with 
woodwinds, brass, and percussion instruments. Topics include performance, instrumental and ensemble technique, improvisation, 
music reading and notation, listening, analysis and description, evaluation of uses of music, and examination of the relationships 
among art disciplines, and music history and culture.  Prerequisite: Previous band experience, teacher permission required. 
 
P402331 Band, Advanced 
Grades 10-12  Full Year 
Course Description:  This course provides instruction for students with high level skills playing individually and in groups with 
woodwinds, brass and percussion instruments. Topics include performance, instrumental and ensemble techniques, improvisation, 
music reading and notation, listening, analysis and description, evaluation of uses of music, and examination of the relationships 
among art disciplines and music history and culture. 
Prerequisite: Students must successfully audition, teacher permission required. 
 
P432431 Band, Honors 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course provides instruction for students with high level skills playing individually and in groups with 
woodwinds, brass and percussion instruments. Topics include performance, instrumental and ensemble techniques, improvisation, 
music reading and notation, listening, analysis and description, evaluation of uses of music, and examination of the relationships 
among art disciplines and music history and culture.  Students must complete additional assignments and activities beyond 
Advanced Band.  Prerequisite:  Students must successfully audition, teacher permission required. 
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P402231 Orchestra, Advanced 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course offer instruction for students with previous experience playing individually and in groups with 
violins, violas, cellos, and basses. Topics include performance, instrumental and ensemble technique, improvisation, music 
reading and notation, listening, analysis and description, evaluation of uses of music, and examination of the relationships among 
art disciplines, and music history and culture.  Prerequisite: Successful audition, teacher permission required. 
 
P432231 Orchestra, Honors 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course offer instruction for students with previous experience playing individually and in groups with 
violins, violas, cellos, and basses. Topics include performance, instrumental and ensemble technique, improvisation, music 
reading and notation, listening, analysis and description, evaluation of uses of music, and examination of the relationships among 
art disciplines, and music history and culture.  Students must complete additional assignments and activities beyond advanced 
orchestra.  Prerequisite:  Successful audition, teacher permission required. 
 
P472011 Music IB (Honors) 
Grades 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  IB Music will give students the opportunity to explore and enjoy the diversity of music throughout the 
world; encourage students to develop perceptual skills through a breadth of musical experiences, where they will learn to 
recognize, speculate, analyze, identify, discriminate, and hypothesize in relation to music; enable students to develop creatively 
their knowledge, abilities and understanding through performance and composition; assist students to develop their potential as 
musicians, both personally and collaboratively in whatever capacity, to the full. 
Prerequisite: Teacher permission required, piano proficiency. 
 
P402131 MenÕs Choir, Beginning 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  In MenÕs Choir, students receive instruction in the development of the male voice, development of 
harmony singing and music literacy using choral literature written and arranged for men.  Prerequisite:  None 
 
P402151 WomenÕs Choir, Beginning 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  In WomenÕs Choir, students receive instruction in the development of the female voice, development of 
harmony singing and music literacy using choral literature written and arranged for women.  Prerequisite: None 
 
P402541 Mixed Choir, Advanced 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  In Concert Choir, students demonstrate an understanding of the elements, techniques, processes (including 
good rehearsal habits and behaviors) and how the choral art form is structured. Students perform challenging literature written for 
mixed voices in harmony. Day and evening performances are required and daily attendance is essential. 
Prerequisite: MenÕs or WomenÕs choir, an audition and directorÕs permission. 
 
P431701 Choir, Honors 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  In Concert Choir, students demonstrate an understanding of the elements, techniques, processes (including 
good rehearsal habits and behaviors) and how the choral art form is structured. Students perform challenging literature written for 
mixed voices in harmony. Day and evening performances are required and daily attendance is essential.  Students must complete 
additional assignments and activities beyond Advanced Mixed Choir. 
Prerequisite: MenÕs or WomenÕs choir, an audition and directorÕs permission. 
 
P408101 Audio Recording, Beginning (Studio Arts) Ð Audio Tech. I 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  An introduction to the studio arts process. Students will work on songwriting, recording, and the 
development of musicianship skills.  Prerequisite: None 
 
P408111 Audio Recording, Intermediate (Studio Arts) Ñ  Audio Tech. II 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  A continuation of the studio arts process, working on songwriting, recording, and the development of 
musicianship skills.  Prerequisite:  Beginning audio recording 
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P408121 Audio Recording, Advanced (Studio Arts) Ñ  Audio Tech. III  
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 (may be taken for 1 or 2 periods) 
Course Description:  A continuation of the studio arts process, working on songwriting, recording, and the development of 
musicianship skills.  A required performance program.  Prerequisite: Beginning and Intermediate Audio Recording 

 
VISUAL ARTS 

 
V402111 Ceramics, Beginning 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This course introduces the student to the skills, vocabulary, and techniques necessary to create pottery and 
clay sculpture. Students will learn basic clay techniques and processes including building by hand, using the potterÕs wheel, 
glazing, and firing.   While the students consider the different stages of development of their art, they will also apply the elements 
and principles of good design and craftwork to their creations. As they create functional and non-functional pieces, the students 
will explore how ceramics can be expressive and meaningful.  Prerequisite: None 
 
V402131 Ceramics, Advanced 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This course will give students the opportunity to gain an advanced level of understanding for the entire 
ceramic process.  Students will apply the knowledge gained in beginning ceramics to create more advanced ceramics projects.  
The special qualities of the materials and processes used in ceramics will be further explored.  As they continue to examine all 
stages of their work, the students will begin developing their own artistic style within the ceramics media.  Students will interpret 
and evaluate works of art using advanced criteria and critical thinking skills. 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Ceramics, Beginning and/or teacher approval. 
 
V401111 Drawing, Beginning 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  Technical skills and formal organization concepts will be studied and then used to create expressive 
drawings.  Students will solve design and technical problems using the artistic process.  In addition, students will develop their 
life drawing skills and be introduced to several drawing media including oil pastel, charcoal, and colored pencil.   
Prerequisite: None 
 
V401141 Drawing, Advanced 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  In this course, students continue to demonstrate their understanding of the artistic process, formal 
organization, and drawing techniques. The students will also demonstrate the ability to interpret and evaluate complex works of 
art. Students are encouraged to experiment with subject matter as well as materials, and create artworks that reflect sensitivity, 
commitment, and an understanding of aesthetic considerations. 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Drawing, Beginning and/or teacher approval. 
 
V402211 Jewelry, Beginning 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  Students will learn technical skills and formal organization to create expressive jewelry. Students will 
explore the properties, qualities and capabilities of jewelry media and relevant tools as well as an emphasis placed on planning for 
projects. Various mediums will be explored. Students will be introduced to a variety of tools such as round-nose and needle-nose 
jewelry pliers, sandpaper, files, bead frees, and looms.  Prerequisite: None 
 
V402231 Jewelry, Advanced 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:   Students will use the knowledge gained in Jewelry, Beginning as a foundation for the class. They will 
continue to explore original ideas, formal organization, and relationships between various materials.  There will be additional 
emphasis on formal design, planning, evaluating, and making modifications. An understanding of the relationships between 
various materials, the elements and principles of good design, and the studentÕs original ideas will be strengthened. 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Jewelry, Beginning and/or teacher approval. 
 
V401211 Painting, Beginning 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  Technical skills and formal organizational concepts will be studied and then used to create expressive 
paintings. In a safe environment, students will learn to explore the properties, qualities, and capabilities of paint and painting 
tools. Students will gain knowledge of color theory and experience various painting techniques including optical mixing, linear 
painting, and various ways of creating texture. The elements and principles of design will be used as guidelines for creating 
compositions that are formally organized.  Prerequisite: None 
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V401231 Painting, Advanced 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:   The knowledge gained in Beginning Painting will be the foundation for this class.  In this course, students 
will further demonstrate their understanding of the artistic process, formal organization, and painting techniques. The students 
will also demonstrate the ability to interpret and evaluate complex works of art. Students are encouraged to experiment with 
subject matter as well as materials, and create art works that reflect sensitivity, commitment, and an understanding of aesthetic 
considerations. Ideas generated by personal experiences, other artistsÕ works (both contemporary and historical), and design 
problems will be used as the student develops a personal painting style.  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Painting, Beginning and/or teacher approval. 
 
V403111 Photography, Beginning 10-11 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4, offered in even years. 
Course Description:  The students will be introduced to the camera, its technical function, and an artistic approach to its use.  
Darkroom techniques will feature the development of black and white pictures.  There will be an emphasis on artistic 
composition, quality and clarity of prints and negatives, as well as presentation of projects.  Prerequisite: None 
 
V403131 Photography, Advanced 10-11 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4, offered in even years. 
Course Description:  Students will continue to develop skills using a camera, developing black and white negatives, and making 
black and white photographic prints from those negatives. They will explore the properties, qualities, and capabilities of 
photography. They will create personal interpretations of artwork that reflect their understanding. They will learn how to use this 
knowledge to problem solve, and communicate through their own art. They will learn to make connections between their work 
and the works of others through time and cultures. Students will demonstrate their knowledge through projects, portfolios, 
investigations, and/or presentations.  Prerequisite: Successful completion of Photography, Beginning and/or teacher approval. 
 
V402311 Sculpture, Beginning 09-10 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4, offered in odd years. 
Course Description:  This course is intended to address a broad interpretation of sculptural issues in depth and space. These may 
include mass, volume, form, plane, light, and texture. Such elements and concepts may be articulated through additive, 
subtractive, and/or fabrication processes. A variety of approaches to representation, abstraction, and expression may be part of the 
studentÕs portfolio. These might include traditional sculpture, architectural models, apparel, ceramics, three-dimensional fiber arts 
or metal work, among others.  Prerequisite:  None 
 
V402331 Sculpture, Advanced 09-10 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4, offered in odd years. 
Course Description:  The knowledge gained in Beginning Sculpture will be the foundation for this class.  In this course, students 
will further demonstrate their understanding of the artistic process, formal organization, and sculptural techniques. Students will 
demonstrate an understanding of sculptural issues in depth and space. These may include mass, volume, form, plane, light, and 
texture. Such elements and concepts may be articulated through additive, subtractive, and/or fabrication processes. A variety 
of approaches to representation will be addressed.  The students will also demonstrate the ability to interpret Ideas generated by 
personal experiences, other artistsÕ works (both contemporary and historical), and design problems will be used as the student 
develops a personal style.  Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Sculpture, Beginning and/or teacher approval. 
 
V406111 Studio Art I  
Grades 10-12  Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  Students will plan a program of study with the teacher which explores areas of art which interest them, 
such as ceramics, drawing, painting, jewelry, or photography. This program will build on knowledge and skills learned in 
beginning, advanced, Advanced Placement and/or International Baccalaureate courses. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Beginning and Advanced studio courses and/or teacher approval. 
 
V406121 Studio Art II  
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  After successful completion of Studio Art I, students will plan a program of study with the teacher which 
explores areas of art which interest them, such as ceramics, drawing, painting, jewelry, or photography. This program will build 
on knowledge and skills learned in beginning, advanced, Studio Art I, Advanced Placement and/or International Baccalaureate 
courses.  Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Beginning and Advanced studio courses, Studio Art I and/or teacher approval. 
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V436131 Studio Art III (Honors)  
Grades 11-12  Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  After successful completion of Studio Art I and II, students will plan a program of study with the teacher 
which explores areas of art which interest them, such as ceramics, drawing, painting, jewelry, or photography. This program will 
build on knowledge and skills learned in beginning, advanced, Studio Art I and II, Advanced Placement and/or International 
Baccalaureate courses. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Beginning and Advanced studio courses, Studio Art I and II, and/or teacher approval. 
 
V436141 Studio Art IV (Honors)  
Grades 11-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  After successful completion of Studio Art I, II and III, students will plan a program of study with the 
teacher which explores areas of art which interest them, such as ceramics, drawing, painting, jewelry, or photography. This 
program will build on knowledge and skills learned in beginning, advanced, Studio Art I, II and III, Advanced Placement and/or 
International Baccalaureate courses. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Beginning and Advanced studio courses, Studio Art I, II, III, and/or teacher approval. 
 
V459111 Advanced Placement Art History (Honors) 
Grades 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This class coincides with the Advanced Placement Art History examination.  The AP offering in Art 
History is designed to provide the same benefits to secondary school students as those provided by an introductory college course 
in art history:  an understanding and knowledge of architecture, sculpture, painting, and other art forms within diverse historical 
and cultural contexts.  In the course, students will examine major forms of artistic expression from the past and the present from a 
variety of cultures.  They will learn to look at works of art critically, with intelligence and sensitivity, and to analyze what they 
see.  Many colleges and universities offer advanced placement and/or credit to students who have performed successfully on the 
AP Art History Examination.  Prerequisite:  Teacher approval 
 
V470111 Visual Arts IB (Honors) (Previously Art & Design IB) 
Grades 11-12 One Full Year for Standard Level, Two Full Years for Higher Level 
Course Description:  This class coincides with the International Baccalaureate examination.  Students enrolled in this course will 
investigate past, present and emerging forms of visual arts and engage in producing, appreciating and evaluating these; develop an 
understanding of visual arts from a local, national and international perspective; build confidence in responding visually and 
creatively to personal and cultural experiences; develop skills in, and sensitivity to, the creation of works that reflect active and 
individual involvement; and take responsibility for the direction of their learning through the acquisition of effective working 
practices.  By preparing for the examination, the students will also complete the graduation standards for artistic 
creation/performance and artistic analysis/interpretation.  If the student chooses to complete the assessment given by the 
International Baccalaureate Organization he or she will have four options.  The student may choose to work in Visual Arts at one 
of the two Higher Level options or one of the two Standard Level options.  All exam options consist of the studentÕs portfolio of 
work and the Investigation Workbook in conjunction with an interview about that work with the examiner.   In Higher Level and 
Standard Level Option A the student will be evaluated 60% on their studio work and 40% on their Investigation Workbook.  If 
Higher Level or Standard Level Option B is chosen, the student will be evaluated 60% on the Investigation Workbook and 40% 
on studio work.  All four levels require the completion of a Record Booklet.  Due to the different amount of time available 
students testing at Higher Level have the opportunity to develop ideas and skills, to produce a larger body of work and work of 
greater depth than those testing at Standard Level.  Prerequisite: Teacher approval 

 
ENGLISH 

GRADE 9: Regular, Quest and IB Offerings 
 
L402401 English 9 
Grade 9 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course will introduce students to high school-level reading, writing, speaking, listening, media, and 
interpretation of literature. The course will focus on developing these skills using a variety of methods both traditional and arts-
based in order to engage and motivate students in their area of study.  This class will help prepare students for successful 
completion of graduation standards and the MCA II writing and reading Tests.  Prerequisite: None 
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L432401 English 9 Quest 
Grade 9 Full Year 
Course Description:  Students develop and practice interpersonal communication strategies as well as prepare for the MCA II 
writing and reading tests.  In this intensive literature course, students develop effective oral and written communication skills as 
they analyze fiction, drama, and poetry related to two themes: the individualÕs identity and the individualÕs place in society.  
Students complete ongoing, self-directed tasks in class and outside of class Ñ  projects and assignments that incorporate a variety 
of writing and speaking skills. Students develop and practice interpersonal communication strategies.  Prerequisite: Experience 
in challenge English classes and/or grade-level proficiency in reading and writing is strongly recommended. 
 
L432421 English 9 IB Prep 
Grade 9 Full Year  
Course Description:  This course introduces students to the IB program and is designed for students who are expected to meet or 
exceed the level required to pass the MCA II reading test. This fast-paced course is a multicultural survey of American Literature 
encompassing a wide variety of literary genres. The student must be committed to completing ongoing self-directed tasks outside 
of class which will incorporate a variety of writing and speaking skills. Students will practice critical thinking skills required for 
graduation standards, the MCA II writing and reading tests, and upper-level IB courses.  Prerequisite:  Experience in challenge 
English classes and/or grade-level proficiency in reading and writing is strongly recommended. 
 
GRADE 10: Regular, Quest and IB Offerings (for Basic Standards & Journalism, see after GRADE 12) 
 
L402511 English 10 
Grade 10 Full Year 
Course Description:  Students explore a variety of nonfiction and fiction selections including biographies, short stories, novels, 
drama, and poetry. They expand their vocabulary and understanding of literary terms. Opportunities are provided for practice to 
increase their ability to analyze and interpret information from a variety of reading, listening, and viewing selections.  Students 
will also prepare for the MCA II reading test. 
Prerequisite: Grade-level proficiency in reading and writing is strongly recommended. 
 
L433121 Approaching Analysis and Literature Quest (10) 
Grade 10 Full Year 
Course Description:  This fast-paced course prepares 10th grade students for AP, IB or upper level Quest honors English.  
Students explore a multicultural survey of world literature encompassing a wide variety of literary genres.  While the material is 
rooted in the study of world literature, the focus of the course is on academic and expository writing and public speaking.  
Students practice techniques to prepare and develop a thesis statement, be attentive to audience and purpose, and work with peer 
editing groups to better develop, revise and edit various types of compositions and presentations.  Students also exercise effective 
group discussion techniques and practice critical thinking skills in preparation for the MCA II reading test. 
Prerequisite:  Grade-level proficiency in reading and writing is strongly recommended. 
 
L432521 English 10 IB Prep 
Grade 10 Full Year 
Course Description:  In this fast-paced course, students explore a multicultural survey of world literature encompassing a wide 
variety of literary genres and develop skill at detailed literary analysis. Students engage in a special study of Shakespeare, through 
which they prepare for the intensive IB English program in grades 11 and 12. Students practice the critical thinking skills required 
for upper level IB courses.  They will also prepare for the MCA II reading test. 
Prerequisite:  Grade-level proficiency in reading and writing is strongly recommended. 
 
GRADE 11 Regular, AP, and IB Offerings (for Basic Standards, Quest & Journalism, See after GRD 12) 
 
L403411 American Literature ( 11) 
Grade 11 Full Year 
Course Description:  In this course, students read, interpret, analyze, and evaluate various works of American literature. Students 
explore the elements and structure of a variety of genre Ñ  including short story, poetry, drama, novel, and essay. Students 
develop critical thinking skills and learn to judge the effectiveness of how American authors use these elements and structures. 
Students produce several written and oral responses to the literature studied. 
Prerequisite:  Grade-level proficiency in reading and writing is strongly recommended. 
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L455201 AP English Language and Composition (11) 
Grade 11 Full Year 
Course Description:  In this rigorous course, students write in several forms (narrative, expository, analytical, and argumentative 
essays) about a variety of subjects (public policies, popular culture, personal experiences).  The course requires students to write 
essays that proceed through several states or drafts, with revision aided by teacher and peers.  The course requires students to 
write in informal contexts (imitation exercises, journal keeping, collaborative writing, and in-class responses) designed to help 
them become increasingly aware of themselves as writers and of the techniques employed by the writers they read.  The course 
requires expository, analytical, and argumentative writing assignments that are based on readings representing a variety of prose 
styles and genres.  The course requires nonfiction readings (essays, journalism, political writing, science writing, nature writing, 
autobiographies/biographies, history, and criticism) that are selected to give students opportunities to identify and explain an 
author's use of rhetorical strategies and techniques.  If fiction and poetry are assigned, their main purposes will be to help students 
understand how various effects are achieved by writers' linguistic and rhetorical choices.  The course teaches the research process; 
it also teaches how to analyze graphics and visual images both relating to written texts and how they serve as alternative forms of 
text themselves.  The course teaches students how to cite sources using a recognized style (Modern Language Association).   
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of English 9 and English 10 AND (strongly recommended) successful completion of the 
Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment test in Written Composition. 
 
L473231 English 11 World Literature IB  
Grade 11 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course is the first half of a two-year IB program which ends in 12th grade.  Students engage in a 
rigorous, detailed study of works of literature. Students maintain a Literary Response Journal and actively participate in and often 
lead class discussions of literature. Students develop and practice the skills required on the senior year English Language IB 
examination. Among the skills students practice are those needed for oral and written critical analysis and essays in IB format. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of MCA II reading and writing tests and a 10th grade honors English class. 
 
GRADE 12 Regular, AP, IB, and College in the Schools Offerings 
 
L403221 World Literature (12)  
Grade 12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Students explore a multicultural survey of world literature encompassing a wide variety of literary genres. 
Students learn how such issues as gender, class, ethnicity, perspectives and linguistics have influenced literature. Students write 
original academic essays/compositions to analyze literature, support arguments, evaluate ideas, topics, and themes. 
Prerequisite:  Grade-level proficiency in reading and writing is strongly recommended. 
 
L453211 AP English Literature and Composition (12) 
Grade 12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This rigorous course engages students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. 
Through the close reading of selected texts, students deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both 
meaning and pleasure for their readers. Students consider a workÕs structure, style, and themes as well as smaller-scale elements 
as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and one. Writing is also an integral part of this course as the AP 
Examination is weighted toward student-writing about literature.  Prerequisite: Completion of MCA II reading and writing tests 
and successful completion of summer reading which is assigned at the end of 11th grade. 
 
L473241 English 12 World Literature IB  
Grade 12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course is the second half of a two-year IB sequence begun in the 11th grade. The senior course 
includes the study of world literature, literature in context, texts in detail, a Central-based syllabus, and practice in IB essay and 
commentary writing. Because of the intense focus of this class on the IB examination, it is the expectation that all students will 
take all parts of the IB Language A1 tests. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of MCA II reading and writing tests and English 11 World Lit IB. 
 
E491171 Basic Writing CIS 
Grade 12 Quarter 1 & 2 4 credits 
Course Description :  This course (known as WRIT 1201 Writing Studio at the University of Minnesota) introduces students to 
academic research-based writing that is required in many college courses.  Students practice their writing frequently and gain 
regular feedback from the instructor.  The course approaches writing through a variety of writing tasks.  As students are helped to 
begin to develop an academic style of writing, they develop and complete four major writing assignments.  Upon completion of 
this course, students receive four semester credits from the University of Minnesota. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of the MCA II reading and writing tests and teacher approval. 
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L495503 College Writing and Critical Reading CIS 
 (Previously known as College Freshman Composition CIS) 
Grade 12 Quarter 3 & 4 4 credits 
Course Description:  This course (known as WRIT 1301 University Writing at the University of Minnesota) is designed to help 
students develop active critical reading and writing processes.  The course approaches composition through a variety of writing 
tasks which may include writing or critiquing a piece of personal narrative, creating an ethnographic study, an expository essay 
that requires personal inquiry and research into a topic, and a review or critical treatment of an arts event.  Writing assignments 
focus on defining purpose, organizing and developing content, analyzing audiences, drafting the whole essay and its parts, and 
revising and editing expository structure and style.  Peer conference groups are used in the classroom as a means of giving 
feedback on student writing.  Upon successful completion of this course, students receive four semester credits from the 
University of Minnesota. 
Prerequisite:  Seniors in the top 20% of their class, teacher approval, and successful completion of all state assessments. 
 
L493501 Introduction to Literature , Poetry, Drama, Narrative CIS 
 (Previously known as Modern Literature or Introduction to Modern Fiction CIS)  
Grade 12 Quarter 1 & 2 4 credits 
Course Description:  In this course (known as ENGL 1001W at the University of Minnesota) students will read and discuss 
works of modern fiction, ranging from the traditional to the experimental.  Students will address literary form and interpretation 
as well as the contexts and issues raised by the books.  Writing and discussion will be used as methods of exploring and learning.  
Because this is a college level course, students will have more freedom and responsibility for their own learning than is usual in a 
high school course.  Upon completion of this course, students receive four semester credits from the University of Minnesota. 
Prerequisite:  Seniors in the top 30% of their class, teacher approval, and successful completion of all state assessments. 
 
Writing Standards, Journalism & Quest Offerings 
***Journalism offerings do not meet NCAA requirements and may not meet college entrance requirements for English. 
 
L405011 Writing for Standards (11/12) 
Grade 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Students practice writing sentences, paragraphs and short essays replicating the MCA II Writing Test. 
Prerequisite: None, does not meet NCAA requirements. 
 
L405311 Introduction to Journalism*** (elective credit only) 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  An introduction to writing and publishing a school newspaper is the major focus of this course. Students 
learn to write news stories and editorials as well as production skills including layout, headlines, picture, and graphics display. A 
beginning introduction to yearbook production will also be included. 
Prerequisite: None, does not meet NCAA requirements and may not satisfy English requirement for college. 
 
L405361 Advanced Journalism/Newspaper***(elective credit only) 
Grades 11-12 Full Year  
Course Description:  Students in this course are expected to have learned basic journalistic skills and be able to apply them in 
producing a newspaper. Students also learn to plan, develop, and publish a school yearbook. Students will study and apply all the 
technical skills of production as well as continue to gather information and write copy about all school activities. 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Journalism. Does not meet NCAA requirements and may not fulfill college English requirements. 
 
L405351 Broadcast Journalism*** (elective credit only) 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 and/or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  Students in this class produce, direct and star in the Central Morning News, a daily program that is also 
broadcast community-wide once each week.  Students learn all the technological pieces necessary to broadcast a news program as 
well as how to tell a television news story. Each student in the class will be responsible to learn and perform each job in a news 
program, from editing a video piece, to rolling in computer graphics and being on camera. 
Prerequisite:  Teacher Approval Required.  Does not meet NCAA requirements and may not fill English for college. 
 
L438201 Classic American Theater Quest 
Grades 11-12 Quarter 1 & 2, offered in EVEN years (Fall 2010) 
Course Description:  Students explore how theater arts reflect culture and social practices.  Students study a variety of classic 
American plays and analyze and interpret those works based on subject, theme, historical and cultural framework.  Students also 
participate in improvisational theatre activities, acting exercises, and short, in-class performances. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of the MCA II reading and writing tests. 
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L435501 Expository Writing  Quest 
Grades 11-12 Quarter 1 & 2, offered fall every year 
Course Description:   Students develop the language arts skills needed to write academic papers.  Students develop, revise and 
edit various types of compositions including:  exposition, analysis, opinion, persuasion, and evaluation.  Students learn how to 
find topics for composition in literature, current events, personal experience, and mass media.  This course is strongly 
recommended for students who have not completed any honors English classes. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of the MCA II reading and writing tests. 
 
L433851 Harlem Renaissance Quest 
Grades 11-12 Quarter 1 & 2, offered in ODD years (Fall 2009) 
Course Description:  This course is designed to give students a better understanding of the era known as the Harlem 
Renaissance.  This objective will be obtained through readings, written assignments and oral presentations in the areas of history, 
literature, and the visual arts. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of the MCA II reading and writing tests. 
 
L433341 Mythology Quest 
Grades 11-12 Quarter 1 & 2, offered fall every year 
Course Description:  In this interdisciplinary course, students explore the rich and varied heritage of global mythology. Students 
study myths from the ancient Near East, ancient Greece, pre-Islamic Turkey, medieval Europe, pre-Columbian America, ancient 
Africa, and ancient Asia. Students learn and use various methods of interpretation and application of mythology, including 
psychological, historical, philosophical, scientific, and sociological approaches. 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of the MCA II reading and writing tests. 
 
L435403 Creative Writing Quest 
Grades 11-12 Quarter 3 & 4 , offered spring every year 
Course Description:  Creative Writing is an intensive course designed to challenge skilled student writers to broaden their ability 
by working in various literary genres. Students are immersed in writing process, study and experiment with literary techniques to 
create original poetry, fiction, and nonfiction. 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of the MCA II reading and writing tests. 
 
L433743 Feminist Literature Quest 
Grades 11-12 Quarter 3 & 4, offered in EVEN years (Spring 2010) 
Course Description:  Students explore various feminist theories and apply them to feminist literature, art and film.  Students 
learn to identify the main ideas and philosophies of feminist theory; distinguish fact from opinion; and identify bias, point of 
view, and authorÕs intent in order to analyze and evaluate various forms of literature and art.  Students also interpret, analyze and 
evaluate feminist theory and apply it to poetry, drama, fiction and nonfiction. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of the MCA II reading and writing tests. 
 
L433633 Science Fiction Quest 
Grades 11-12 Quarter 3 & 4, offered in ODD years (Spring 2011) 
Course Description:  A survey course of science fiction literature including short story and novel, this course expects students to 
apply literary analysis to understanding the genreÕs underlying subtexts and to create their own stories in the genre. 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of the MCA II reading and writing tests. 
 
L433273 ShakespeareÕs Comedies Quest 
Grades 11-12 Quarter 3 & 4, offered in ODD years (Spring 2011) 
Course Description:  Students focus on drama as literature exploring the comic view of life, the elements of literary comedy, and 
ShakespeareÕs special comic genius.  Students compare and contrast the Renaissance and modern views of the individual and 
humanity.  Students read and discuss four to six Shakespearean comedies and respond through analytical papers about the plays. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of the MCA II reading and writing tests. 
 
# TBA   ShakespeareÕs Tragedies Quest 
Grades 11-12 Quarter 3 & 4, offered in EVEN years (Spring 2010) 
Course Description:  Students focus on drama as literature, exploring the tragic view of life, the elements of literary tragedy, and 
ShakespeareÕs special tragic genius.  Students compare and contrast the Renaissance and modern views of the individual and 
humanity.  Students read and discuss four Shakespearean tragedies and respond through analytical papers about the plays. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of the MCA II reading and writing tests. 
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L433411 American Literatur e Ñ  Literary Analysis Quest 
Grades 11-12 Full Year, offered every year 
Course Description:  Students explore various paths of the American Experience through American literature art and music with 
emphasis on interpreting and analyzing literature. Students read, interpret and analyze a variety of multicultural literary genres 
including American poetry, drama, fiction, art and music with the emphasis on interpreting and analyzing works of literature 
(1500-20th Century). 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of the MCA II reading and writing tests. 
 
L436141 Analyzing Radio &  Film Documentaries Quest 
Grades 11-12 Full Year, offered every year 
Course Description:  In this class students will explore radio and film documentaries as literary forms.  This is an English class 
and therefore, students will be responsible for looking at documentaries through a literary lens.  Students will be expected to 
employ traditional literary terms as they generate discussion, research, and analysis of different documentaries presented in class.  
This class is writing and reading intensive.  Reading material, including criticism, prose, and other fictional works will 
accompany all documentaries studied in class.  Writing assignments will accompany all units of study.  Students will be expected 
to write documentary transcripts as well as analytical essays.  Students will also be expected to create both radio and film 
documentaries.  Prerequisite: Successful completion of the MCA II reading and writing tests. 
 
L433201 World Literature Quest  
Grades 11-12 Full Year, offered every year 
Course Description:  Quest World Literature is a year long course with a focus on contemporary literature from around the 
world, emphasizing issues related to human rights.  The first half of the year includes an exploration of Europe, the Caribbean and 
Latin America through short story, novel and poetry.  The second half continues this theme of human rights as it relates to 
contemporary literature of Africa and Asia.  Authors included in this global study include:  Solzhenitsyn, Wiesel, Allende, 
Alvarez, Hosseini, Emechete and Achebe among many others. 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of the MCA II reading and writing tests. 

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS (ELL) 

 
E421061 Reading & Composition 3A 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course is designed for low intermediate-level ELL students and emphasizes the reading and writing 
skills needed for success in high school.  Students will learn reading strategies to use with a variety of fiction and nonfiction texts.  
These strategies include understanding word meanings in context, identifying topics, main ideas and details, and making 
inferences.  Students will use the writing process to write short essays and will improve their control of grammar and mechanics.  
Students will also work individually and in groups to present information to the class.  This course satisfies an English credit. 
Prerequisite: Minnesota Basic Standards Test(s), MCA II Test(s) or ELL Placement Test. 
 
E405101 ELL World History  (Language Development through World History) 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  In this course, students will continue to strengthen their reading, writing and speaking skills for success in 
high school courses, while studying patterns of human behavior across time within the historical context of global societies.  
Students will discover commonalties and differences among peoples from past to present.  They will examine and evaluate 
evidence to understand the social, political, environmental, technological, economic and spiritual factors of human development. 
Students will also work individually and in groups to present information to the class.  This course satisfies a social studies credit. 
Prerequisite: Minnesota Basic Standards Test(s), MCA II Tests or ELL Placement Test. 
 
E421081 Reading & Composition 4A 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course is designed to teach reading and writing skills to upper intermediate-level ELL students. The 
course is designed to help students comprehend, analyze, and evaluate complex information in varied nonfiction reading 
selections.  The curriculum also focuses on writing as a process. Topics of study include sentence and paragraph structure, 
grammar, and the writing of essays. This course satisfies an English credit. 
Prerequisite:  Minnesota Basic Standards Test(s), MCA II Tests or ELL Placement Test. 
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FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 
 
F403111 Clothing Tech 1 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  Students working in the lab will complete projects using and applying technical information. Students will 
investigate textiles and clothing care and demonstrate safe use of equipment. 
Prerequisite: None 
 
F403121 Clothing Tech 2 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This course is a continuation of Clothing Technology 1. Students will learn and apply more complex skills 
to clothing technology. Students working in the lab will complete projects using and applying technical information. Students will 
investigate textiles and demonstrate use of equipment. Students will increase and develop skills by working on more advanced 
sewing products, patterns, and/or fabrics. They will set up, adjust and maintain sewing machines and sergers. This course may be 
repeated by those students interested in additional lab experience. 
Prerequisite: Clothing Tech 1 
 
F403131 Clothing Tech 3 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This class is a continuation of Clothing Technology 1 and 2. Students will work on complex projects such 
as prom dresses, coats, and other items of choice. They will continue to improve their skills using the sewing machine, serger and 
other equipment. They will complete from two to six projects during the two quarters. 
Prerequisite: Clothing Tech 2 
 
F402311 Culinary Arts 1 (Previously known as Food Tech) 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  Students using technical reading skills will prepare basic foods and explore related careers in this 
introductory course. In foods lab they will prepare foods by reading and selecting recipes, choosing appropriate equipment, 
following safety and sanitation procedures and investigating career options. 
Prerequisite: None 
 
F406201 Independent Living (Previously known as Personal & Family Resource Management) 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 
Course Description:  Students learn the tools and terminology needed to effectively manage their financial resources.  Topics 
include budgets, checking, investments, credit, housing, insurance, etc. 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
F405113 Child Development 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  In this class students will develop knowledge and understanding in guiding the growth of children. They 
have an opportunity to learn about ages and stages, safety, nutrition, play and toys, books and effective discipline techniques. 
Prerequisite: None 
 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Health and Physical Education Standards 
St. Paul Public Schools require two quarter credits of physical education and two quarter credits of health.  There are no state standards  
in Health and Physical Education; however, schools are required to develop health and physical education standards based on local needs. 
MDE specialists in this field are working with teachers and administrators from across the state to establish guidelines and assistance for 
schools in developing these standards. Choose the link below for more health and physical education resources:  
http://education.state.mn.us/mde/index.html  
 
G400111 Physical Education 9 
Grades 9 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This required course will provide students with an opportunity to evaluate their own physical fitness and 
the necessary information to devise a personal lifelong physical fitness plan, as well as an opportunity to evaluate their plan once 
they have applied it. Students will gain knowledge about and participate in a variety of physical activities and be able to observe 
the individual differences involved in the achievement of various levels of skill and fitness. 
Prerequisite: None 
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G400301 Physical Education, Lifestyles (previously known as New Moves) 
Grade 9 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  The New Moves program is an alternative Physical Education class for inactive young women.  The aim of 
New Moves is to help young women develop healthful lifestyle behaviors and to feel good about themselves in a thin-oriented 
society.  More specific aims are to help young women increase their levels of physical activity, engage in healthful eating 
behaviors, and improve self-image.  Prerequisite: None 
 
G407111 Health, Individual & Community  Beginning 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This required course provides students with knowledge, attitudes, and skills to make health-promoting 
decisions. It addresses the physical, mental, emotional, social, and spiritual dimensions of health. Good health is not a one-time 
decision but a series of decisions continuing throughout our lives. 
Prerequisite: None 
 
G400201 Physical Education, Advanced 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This course is designed to further enhance all Phy Ed skills attained in the Physical Education and Fitness 
class.  Prerequisite:  Students must have earned a ÒCÓ or above in regular physical education and teacher approval. 
 
G403111 Physical Education, Gymnastics Beginning 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  Fitness development in all components of fitness.  Flexibility, strength (muscular) and muscular endurance.  
Cardio respiratory fitness and skill development on all gymnastics apparatus. Fitness evaluation and video tape analysis of floor 
routines.  This course satisfies Phy Ed credit and may be repeated.  Prerequisite: None 
 
G403121 Physical Education, Gymnastics Advanced 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  Emphasis on Gymnastic routine compositions. Fitness and advanced skill development on all gymnastic 
apparatus. Video evaluation and critiques of gymnastic routines by instructor and class.  This course may be repeated. 
Prerequisite:  Gymnastics I and teacher approval 

 
MATHEMATICS 

 
#TBD MCA Math Prep 12 
Grades 12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course is for seniors who have not passed the MCA test at the proficiency level.  Content covers math 
standards that are expected to be on the test and general problem solving strategies that can be used to solve real world application 
(word) problems.  This class is for seniors only and enrollment requires students and their parents/guardians to sign a course 
syllabus/contract.  Prerequisite: Teacher referral.  Course does not meet NCAA requirements. 
 
#TBD MCA Math Prep 12 Support 
Grades 12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This is an elective credit only.  This course is required, in conjunction with the MCA Math Prep 12 class, 
for seniors who have not passed the grad portion of the MCA math test.  Content covers math standards that are expected to be on 
the test and general problem solving strategies that can be used to solve real world application (word) problems.  This class is for 
seniors only and enrollment requires students and their parents/guardians to sign a course syllabus/contract. 
Prerequisite: Teacher referral.  Course does not meet NCAA requirements. 
 
 
M403011 Intermediate Algebra (Reg 9) 
Grade 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course covers the second half of a traditional Algebra 1 course.   It extends from polynomials, through 
quadratic and exponential functions.  Topics covered include:  exponents and polynomials, factoring polynomials, quadratic 
functions and equations, data analysis and probability, exponential and radical functions, rational functions and equations.  
Prerequisite:  8th grade Algebra 1 
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M401911 Intermediate Algebra Support 
Grade 9  Full Year 
Course Description:  This is an elective credit designed to aid students to successfully complete their current Algebra course.  
Students and parents/guardians are required to sign a contract to be enrolled in this course.  This course will teach study skills, 
Algebra, and keep in close contact with the studentÕs current Algebra teacher to monitor progress.  Prerequisite:  None.  Course 
does not meet NCAA requirements. 
 
M404111 Geometry (Reg 10) 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This is a complete high school geometry course that meets the Minnesota Standards in Geometry.  
Emphasis is placed on the understanding, application, and development of geometric properties in two and three dimensions.  
Additionally, an effort is made to consistently connect geometry topics with algebra concepts students studied in Algebra 1 and 
will return to in Algebra II following this course. Topics studied in Geometry include:  foundations for geometry, geometric 
reasoning, parallel and perpendicular lines, triangle  congruence, properties and attributes of triangles, polygons and 
quadrilaterals, similarity, right triangles and trigonometry, extending perimeter, circumference and area, spatial reasoning, circles, 
extending transformational geometry.  Prerequisite:  Intermediate Algebra. 
 
M401921 Geometry Support 
Grade 9  Full Year 
Course Description:  This is an elective credit designed to aid students to successfully complete their current Geometry course.  
Students and parents/guardians are required to sign a contract to be enrolled in this course.  This course will teach study skills, 
Algebra, Geometry, and keep in close contact with the studentÕs current Geometry teacher to monitor progress.  Prerequisite:  
None.  Course does not meet NCAA requirements. 
 
M434111 Geometry Pre-AP/IB Prep 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This is a complete high school geometry course that meets and exceeds the Minnesota Standards in 
Geometry.  Emphasis is placed on the understanding, application, and development of geometric properties in two and three 
dimensions.  Additionally, an effort is made to consistently connect geometry topics with algebra concepts students studied in 
Algebra 1 and will return to in Algebra II following this course. Topics studied in Geometry include:  foundations for geometry, 
geometric reasoning, parallel and perpendicular lines, triangle  congruence, properties and attributes of triangles, polygons and 
quadrilaterals, similarity, right triangles and trigonometry, extending perimeter, circumference and area, spatial reasoning, circles, 
extending transformational geometry.  Prerequisite:  Intermediate Algebra, grade of A or B 
 
M403151 Algebra 2 (Reg 11) 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description: This is a complete high school Algebra 2 course that meets and exceeds Minnesota Mathematic Standards. 
An emphasis is placed on recognizing linear, quadratic, exponential and nth root functions in real-world and mathematical 
situations and representing/interpreting them using tables, graphs, equations/inequalities and verbal descriptions.  Another key set 
of topics revolves around generating equivalent expressions involving polynomials and radicals and using algebraic properties to 
evaluate expressions. Topics studied include: Foundations for Functions, Linear Functions, Linear Systems, Matrices (Optional), 
Quadratic Functions, Polynomial Functions, Exponential and Logarithmic Functions, Rational and Radical Functions, Properties 
and Attributes of Functions, Conic Sections (Optional), Probability and Statistics, Sequences and Series, Trigonometric 
Functions.  Prerequisite: Geometry and Intermediate Algebra 
 
M433151 Algebra 2 Pre-AP/IB Prep 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description: This is a complete high school Algebra 2 course that meets and substantially exceeds Minnesota 
Mathematics Standards.  An emphasis is placed on recognizing linear, quadratic, exponential and nth root functions in real-world 
and mathematical situations and representing/interpreting them using tables, graphs, equations/inequalities and verbal 
descriptions.  Another key set of topics revolves around generating equivalent expressions involving polynomials and radicals and 
using algebraic properties to evaluate expressions. Topics studied include: Foundations for Functions, Linear Functions, Linear 
Systems, Matrices, Quadratic Functions, Polynomial Functions, Exponential and Logarithmic Functions, Rational and Radical 
Functions, Properties and Attributes of Functions, Conic Sections, Probability and Statistics, Sequences and Series, Trigonometric 
Functions.  Prerequisite:  A or B+ in Geometry AP/IB Prep or A in Geometry Regular with Teacher recommendation and 
Intermediate Algebra. 
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M472401 Integrated Math 4 IB (SL) Must be followed by Calc 1 IB (SL) to take IB Mathematics SL Test 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  IM4 IB (SL) is the fourth year in the integrated math program, and the first of a two-year sequence of math 
that will lead students to test Standard Level International Baccalaureate in Mathematics. It uses an integrated discovery approach 
to investigate real-world situations that lend themselves to mathematical analysis. Included topics are: Introduction to Vectors, 
Parametric Equations, Non-linear Motion, Logarithmic Functions, Inverses, Combinatorics, Binomial Distribution and Statistical 
Inference, Polynomial and Rational Functions, Trigonometric Identities, and Space Geometry.  Prerequisite: Passing grade in 
Integrated Math 3.  
 
M472411 Integrated Math 4 IB HL  Must be followed by AP Calc AB & Adv Topics IB to take IB HL Test 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description: IM4 IB HL is a fourth year, higher level mathematics course, the first of a three-year course sequence of 
math that will lead students to test Higher Level International Baccalaureate. It uses an integrated discovery approach to 
investigate real-world situations that lend themselves to mathematical analysis. Included topics are: Introduction to Calculus, 
Vectors, Parametric Equations, Non-linear Motion, Logarithmic Functions, Inverses, Polynomial and Rational Functions, 
Trigonometric Identities, and Space Geometry.  Prerequisite: A grade of an A or B in Integrated Math 3 IB or A+ in IM3. 
 
M477101 Calculus 1 IB (SL)  SL IB Mathematics Test given at the end of this course 
Grades 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Students will finish the IB Standard Level syllabus.  The seven topic areas are functions and equations, 
trigonometry, vectors, matrices, calculus, statistics, and probability.  Students will complete IB portfolios and will be prepared to 
take the Standard Level Mathematics IB exam. 
Prerequisites:  Passing grade in Integrated Math 4 IB HL or Integrated Math 4 IB (SL) 
 
M457101 AP Calculus AB   Must be followed by Math Adv. Topics IB to take IB HL Test 
Grades 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This is an Advanced Placement accredited course.  Students will be prepared to take the AP Calculus AB 
Exam.  Students will also continue work towards taking the IB HL test upon completion of the subsequent course:  Math 
Advanced Topics IB. Prerequisite: Passing grade in Integrated Math 4 IB HL or Calculus 1 IB (SL). 
 
M471301 Math Adv anced Topics IB (HL)  HL IB Test given at the end of this course 
Grades 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description: The topics covered in this course are:  Vectors, linear dependence and independence, the Dot and Cross 
Products of vectors, calculus on vectors and parametric equations of lines and planes in 2- and 3- space, matrices and linear 
transformations, mathematical induction, complex numbers, limits of sequences and series, TaylorÕs series, statistics, group 
theory.  Students will complete IB portfolios and will be prepared to take 1) the IB High Level Math exam and 2) AP Calculus 
BC exam.  Prerequisite: AP Calculus AB 
 
M456111 AP Statistics 
Grade 12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Statistical data, summaries, and inferences appear more frequently in the work and everyday lives of 
people than any other form of mathematical analysis.  Students in this course will learn to collect, organize and analyze data and 
then draw reasonable, useable conclusions.  They will study applications in business, physical and social sciences, economics, and 
engineering.  Students will be prepared to take the AP Statistics Exam in the spring. 
Prerequisites: Passing grade in IM 3 or teacher recommendation 

 
NON-DEPARTMENT CLASSES 

 
N401111 School Service 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  School service students may work with various teachers, librarians, administrators and staff, helping with 
filing, copying and other class preparations. 
Prerequisite:  Students must be on target for graduation and must receive teacher and administrative approval. 
 
N403001/N403003  
 Study Hall 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  Students are given the opportunity to study independently under staff supervision.  No credit is awarded 
for study hall. 
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N402011 Ð AVID 9  N402021 Ð AVID 10 N402031 Ð AVID 11 N402041 Ð AVID 12   
Grade 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  AVID (Advancement via Individual Determination) is a ninth through twelfth grade program to prepare 
students in the academic middle for four-year college eligibility.  The AVID curriculum is driven by the WIC-R method, which 
stands for writing, inquiry, collaboration, and reading.  Students learn organizational and study skills, work on critical thinking 
and asking probing questions, and get academic help from peers and college tutors.  The curriculum is sequential with an 
increasing number of college-seeking activities (e.g., college essay writing, college fair participation) as students progress.  
Students also participate in enrichment and motivational activities to make college seem attainable.  AVID places students in one 
or more advanced class (es). 
 
Eligibility for AVID :  Students who have between a 2.5 and 3.5 GPA, have good attendance, have appropriate classroom 
behavior, have standardized test scores at or above grade level and participate in an interview are considered.  AVID targets 
students from historically-underserved groups, students from low-income families, and/or students who would be among the first 
in their families to attend college.  Students must commit to doing homework and working hard in a rigorous college prep 
sequence of courses.  Prerequisite:  Application and Interview. 
 
U473201 Theory of Knowledge IB 
Grade 12 Full Year 
Course Description:  The Theory of Knowledge (TOK) class is a discussion based seminar for senior sand requires three college 
level papers written according to IB descriptors on a choice of topics provided by IB and graded by IB examiners.  Students are 
also responsible for two independent presentations, which are video taped and internally graded by the TOK instructor.  TOK 
explores the source, application, methods, value and role of Knowledge in the individual and collective human experience.  This 
seminar is an opportunity to reflect upon the Knowledge gained throughout the studentÕs academic career and to build upon that 
Knowledge.  TOK is designed for and required of IB Diploma candidates.  Other interested seniors who are committed to 
academic challenges and are willing to address difficult issues thoughtfully may enroll with permission of the TOK instructor.   
All students must complete all of the TOK assignments, even though the student may not be an IB Diploma candidate. 
Prerequisite:  IB Diploma candidacy or approval by the TOK instructor.  This course may not meet NCAA requirements. 

 
SCIENCE 

S406111 Biology 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description: Biology is the study of living organisms and living systems.  The course includes scientific inquiry, history 
and nature of biology, molecular and cellular biology, ecology, genetics, and evolutionary biology.  Coursework includes reading, 
written homework, laboratory activities, reports, and written tests.  This biology course meets state standards that are required for 
high school graduation.  It also supports the MCA II Science Test in biology. 
Prerequisite: A full year of Physical Science prior to Biology. 
 
S436111 Biology Pre-AP/IB Prep 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description: This course prepares students for further science course work in the AP or IB programs.  Students will 
inquire into detailed study of living systems from molecular biology to ecosystems, focusing on structure, function, and the 
interaction of all levels of living systems.  Heavy emphasis is placed on laboratory work and data analysis.  Students develop 
technical writing skills as they learn to interpret data and draw conclusions from data driven analysis.  Students are assessed by 
essay tests, reports and oral presentations.  The content and pace of the course are enhanced to be consistent with the AP and IB 
programs.  This biology course meets state standards that are required for high school graduation.  It also supports the MCA II 
Science Test in biology. 
Prerequisite:  A full year of Physical Science or Junior High Challenge Science 8 with a grade of B or higher. 
 
S476131 Biology IB SL (1 year) 
Grades 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description: This course will address biological concepts in depth and provide experiences equivalent to the level of a 
freshman college Biology course.  The standard level IB syllabus will be followed and students will be prepared to sit for the IB 
Standard Level Biology Exam.   Prerequisite: Biology AP/IB Prep or Biology and Chemistry AP/IB Prep or Chemistry. 
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S476141 Biology IB HL (2 years) 
Grades 11-12 Two Years 
Course Description: This course is designed for the student who is interested in pursuing advanced studies in the field of 
biology. The course is designed to give students freedom to explore topics of interest on a long term basis. The Higher Level IB 
syllabus will be followed over a two year period and students will be prepared to sit for the IB Higher Level Biology exam.  Note:  
This course requires a two-year commitment from the student.  Year A:  Topics will include Ecology, Molecular Biology, and 
Genetics Year B:  Topics will include Evolution, Plants, and Human body systems. 
Prerequisite: Biology AP/IB Prep or Biology and Chemistry AP/IB Prep or Chemistry. 
 
S404111 Chemistry 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description: Students will address the composition and interaction of matter and how energy affects change.  They will 
develop models of matter and identify matter using proper nomenclature.  They will investigate matter through accurate 
measurements and problem solving techniques.  Emphasis in laboratory work will be made using the scientific method. 
Prerequisite: Taken IM2 Math with a C- or better grade or taking concurrently. 
 
S434111 Chemistry Pre-AP/IB Prep 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description: This course is a rigorous laboratory course that addresses how matter interacts and the history and nature of 
science.  Topics include atomic structure, periodicity, bonding, states of matter, chemical reactions, stoichiometry (mathematics 
underlying chemical phenomena), acids/bases, thermodynamics, kinetics, equilibrium and organic chemistry.  These chemistry 
concepts are applied to real world geological phenomena.  Both qualitative and quantitative aspects of chemical behavior are 
studied in depth.  The approach is primarily mathematical in nature.  Laboratory work is an integral part of this course, and 
includes writing formal lab reports.  Critical thinking and problem solving skills are addressed on a daily basis.  The content and 
pace of the course are enhanced to be consistent with the AP/IB programs and prepare students for further science courses.  This 
course is designed for college-bound students interested in science-related careers.  Prerequisite:  Completion of  Algebra 1 with 
a grade of B+ or higher, and/or teacher approval.  (Ideally students should have completed IM2 or Honors Geometry with a B or 
higher.) 
 
S454121 AP Chemistry (IB  SL) 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course will address all the topics prescribed by the Advanced Placement Chemistry Program.  The 
specific details of the syllabus are outlined on the DistrictÕs website or the College Board AP Chemistry website.  Students taking 
this course will be prepared to sit for the AP examination in Chemistry.  This course will also address the IB Chemistry 
curriculum at Standard Level which includes 110 hours of theory and 40 hours of practical work.  IB tests are only available to 
11th and 12th grade students.  Students in the class are expected to spend at least five hours a week on individual study outside of 
classroom instruction.  10th grade students approved to take this course must be highly motivated and able to work independently 
to understand basic Chemistry concepts that would be covered in introductory Chemistry classes.  Prerequisite:  For 10th grade 
students:  concurrent registration in IM 3 IB, IM 4 or higher and completion of Biology IB Prep with a B+ or higher; for 11th and 
12th grade students:  completion of Chemistry Pre-AP/IB Prep or Chemistry Regular with a B or higher.  Teacher 
recommendation required for all students. 
 
S474131  Chemistry IB HL (2 years) 
Grades 11-12 Two Years 
Course Description: This course will address the IB stipulated Higher Level curriculum. 180 hours will be spent on theory and 
60 hours on practical work.  At the end of the course students will be prepared to sit for the Higher Level IB Examination. The 
program involves study over a two year period starting with the studentÕs junior year.  Students wishing to test at the Higher Level 
must therefore be 12th graders and should have had either AP Chemistry or Chemistry IB SL before their senior year in order to 
qualify to take the Examination. In addition to in depth coverage of topics such as stoichiometry, atomic structure, periodicity, 
bonding, thermodynamics, kinetics, equilibrium, organic, nuclear and electro chemistry, the course requires 55 hours to be spent 
studying some additional topics.  Students in this class are expected to spend at least eight hours of independent study per week 
outside the classroom. Students are also expected to complete an interdisciplinary project over the course of the 2-year period. 
Prerequisite:  Concurrent registration in IM3 IB, IM 4 or higher and for 1st year students:  completion of Chemistry Pre-AP/IB 
Prep with a B+ or higher, for 2nd year students:  successful completion of Chemistry IB SL, AP Chemistry or 1st year of 
Chemistry IB HL.  Teacher recommendation required. 
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S403111 Environmental Science 
Grades 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description: Environmental Science is the study of how humans interact with their environment.  This course of study 
allows students to assess how we as humans have impacted the environment and what these impacts mean for the future of the 
earth.  Through activities, models, demonstrations, and research, students will have opportunities to explore the problems and 
potential solutions to environmental issues facing the world today. 
Prerequisite: Biology 
 
S453111 AP Environmental Science 
Grades 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description: AP Environmental Science is the equivalent of a one-semester introductory college course in environmental 
science.  AP Environmental Science is a lab-based, interdisciplinary course designed to provide students with scientific principles, 
concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze natural and 
anthropogenic environmental problems, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine various 
solutions for resolving or preventing current issues. 
Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry 
 
S403121 Physical Science 
Grade 9 Full Year 
Course Description: This course focuses on the physical world, basic science skills, and research using the scientific method.  
Students will spend one half of the year on physics topics, such as motion and forces.  The second half will focus on chemistry 
topics, such as matter and chemical reactions.  Earth Science applications will be integrated where appropriate throughout the 
year.  The scientific method and science skills will be used and taught throughout the year.  Prerequisite: None 
 
S405111 Physics 
Grades 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description: This course focuses on the concepts of matter, motion, forces, electricity, magnetism, waves, energy and 
work as well as the historical significance of major scientific advances.  Prerequisite: Chemistry 
 
S475111 Physics IB SL 
Grades 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description: Physics 1 IB is a broad introductory physics course aimed at preparing students for the IB (SL) exam and 
the AP (B) exam.  Topics covered are mechanics, thermal physics, electricity and magnetism and atomic physics.  This is an 
algebra-based course and success is closely related to strong algebra and trigonometry skills.  Students will be assessed by exams, 
problem sets and laboratory investigations.  Prerequisite: Concurrent registration in IM4 or above 
 
S475121 Physics IB HL 
Grade 12 Full Year 
Course Description: Physics 2 IB is a follow-up to Physics 1 IB.  In this course we will expand on many of the topics from the 
first year of physics, investigating more complicated and realistic problems.  Topics covered include relativity, rotational 
dynamics, thermal physics and electricity and magnetism.  When applicable, calculus will be applied to the topics being studied.  
This class, in combination with Physics 1 IB, will prepare students for the IB (HL) exam.  Strongly motivated students could also 
register for the AP (C) Mechanics Exam and AP (C) Electricity/Magnetism exam.  Students will be assessed by exams, problem 
sets, laboratory investigations and individual projects. 
Prerequisite:  Science:  Physics 1 IB.  Math:  Completion of, or concurrent registration in calculus. 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
GRADE 9 World History Standards Course Options 
 
H405101 World History  
Grade 9 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course will involve studying patterns of human behavior across time within the historical context of 
global society.  Students will discover commonalities and differences among people from past to present.  They will examine and 
evaluate evidence to understand the social, political, environmental, technological, economic, and spiritual factors of human 
development.  The course will draw upon a number of historical periods and geographic areas.  This course fulfills the Minnesota 
state high school graduation standards in World History.  Prerequisite:  None 
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H432001 World History Pre-AP/IB Prep 
Grade 9 Full Year 
Course Description:   World History IB Prep promotes the idea of history as a contestable, evolving area of study as opposed to 
a set of facts. Students are expected to develop skills and reach conclusions through examining, interpreting, and discovering 
multiple perspectives. The goal of World History IB Prep is not only to provide students with a solid foundation of skills to be 
successful in the IB program, but also to build empathy and understanding of the human condition. Finally, students should gain a 
deeper understanding of the forces that shape society.  This course fulfills the Minnesota state high school graduation standards in 
World History.  Prerequisite: None.  8th grade challenge Social Studies recommended. 
 
H435111 Ancient &  Medieval Civilization Quest 
Grades 9 Full Year 
Course Description:  Ancient and Medieval Civilizations Quest explores some of the great questions of the humanities, such as 
Òwhere do we come fromÓ, Òwhat is civilizationÓ, Òwhat is the best form of governmentÓ, Òare human beings naturally goodÓ, 
Òhow does power workÓ, etc. through examination of the rise and fall of the great civilizations of the ancient and medieval world.  
The course focuses on human societies from before the rise of the earliest civilizations until the beginning of the European 
Renaissance, and includes discussion of civilizations in the Middle East, North Africa, India, China, the Mediterranean, and 
Mesoamerica.  This course fulfills the Minnesota state high school graduation standards in World History.  
Prerequisite:  None.  8th grade challenge Social Studies recommended. 
 
H432021  World Cultural Studies Quest 
Grade 9 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course is designed to give students better knowledge of the diverse cultures that exist in the U.S. and 
the world.  This year long course will cover the following main topics:  A look at world cultures and how they shaped and 
developed.   American and world cultures.  This course is an honors level and meets the inquiring and world cultures standards. 
Prerequisite:  None.  8th grade challenge Social Studies recommended. 
 
GRADE 10:  Geography Standards Course Options 
 
H402211 Human Geography  
Grade 10 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  Using the thematic approach, this course will focus on regions of the world. Students will apply geographic 
concepts such as population, agriculture, natural resource allocation and management industry, political geography, cultural 
geography, and urbanization to their lives. In addition, students will examine the impact of the physical environment on people 
and cultures.  This course fulfills the Minnesota high school graduation standards in Geography.  Prerequisite: None 
 
H452211 AP Human Geography (IB Prep) 
Grade 10 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course is designed to prepare students to take the AP Human Geography Exam.  The course covers 7 
main themes throughout the year; Geography:  Its Nature and Perspectives, Population, Cultural Patterns and Processes, Political 
Organization of Space, Agricultural and Rural Land Use, Industrialization and Economic Development, & Cities and Urban Land 
Use.  Students who take the course are expected to take the AP Human Geography exam in the spring.  This course is also 
recommended for students considering any of the International Baccalaureate pathways in social studies, and fulfills the 
Minnesota high school graduation standards in Geography and part of the standards for Economics. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of prior social studies course. 
 
Grades 11-12 Economics Standards Course Options 
 
H406111 Economics 
Grades 11-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This course is designed to introduce students to how individuals, households, businesses, and governments 
use scarce resources to satisfy unlimited wants and needs.  Students will explore the four distinct areas of economic thought, 
which include fundamental economic problems and microeconomic, macroeconomic, and international skills.  This course fulfills 
the Minnesota high school graduation standards in Economics.  Prerequisite:  None 
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H456001 AP Macroeconomics 
Grade 11-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  Economics refers generally to the study of how individuals and societies make choices about using limited 
productive resources to satisfy our wants and needs.  AP Macroeconomics will provide students with the tools necessary for 
understanding and analyzing our economic system as a whole, focusing on such basic macroeconomic concepts as 
unemployment, inflation, gross domestic product, fiscal policy, and monetary policy.  It will also examine the challenges nations 
face in an increasingly interconnected global economic system.  Students will develop high level test-taking skills and prepare for 
the Advanced Placement Macroeconomics Examination.  This course fulfills the Minnesota high school graduation standards in 
Economics.  Prerequisite:  Successful completion of all prior social studies courses. 
 
H476141 Economic Systems IB 
Grades 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  IB Economic Systems is designed to provide a rigorous introduction to the historical and conceptual 
underpinnings of contemporary economic thinking.  The course explores four principle areas of modern economics Ð 
microeconomics, macroeconomics, international economics, and development economics Ð with an eye to understanding both 
how great economic thinkers of the past have treated these topics and how they are treated today.  One of the goals of this course 
will be to prepare for the higher level International Baccalaureate economics examination.  This course fulfills the Minnesota high 
school graduation standards in Economics.  Prerequisite:  Successful completion of all prior social studies courses. 
 
GRADE 11-12:  Government and Citizenship Standards Course Options 
 
H401401 US Government 
Grades 11-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This course is designed to teach the complexities of the dynamics of the political and social life of the 
United States.  Specific focus areas may include:  constitutional issues; civil liberties; human rights; workplace issues; issues of 
race, class and gender; globalism and technology; immigration and citizenship; and politics and elections.  Students will examine 
these issues within the context of AmericaÕs constitutional democracy.  Students will demonstrate political and social skills 
through active participation.  This course fulfills the Minnesota high school graduation standards in Government and 
Citizenship.  Prerequisite:  None 
 
H451401 AP US Government &  Politics 
Grades 11-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This course looks to give students an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United 
States.  It includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret US politics and the analysis of specific examples.  Topics 
to be covered include:  Constitutional underpinnings of the US; political beliefs and behaviors; political parties, interest groups, 
and the mass media; institutions of national government; public policy; and civil rights and civil liberties.  Students will develop 
high level test-taking skills and prepare for the Advanced Placement US Government and Politics Examination.  This course 
fulfills the Minnesota high school graduation standards in Government and Citizenship. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of all prior social studies courses. 
 
H471611 Political Philosophy Quest IB  
Grades 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description:   After a series of readings and lessons that address the core IB philosophy theme of what it means to be 
human, this course then moves to the study of people in societies, focusing on the claims they have on each others in the form of 
rights and obligations, and their demands for justice, equality and liberty.  It is concerned with an analysis of the state and related 
institutions, raising questions about sovereignty (the power and authority assumed by the ruler) and political obligation (the duty 
and submission assumed by the ruled).  It asks such questions as:  Under which conditions can political obligation arise and what 
is its extent?  Are freedom and equality compatible?  Should we always obey the law or are there conditions under which 
breaking the law is justifiable?  One of the goals of the course will be to prepare students to take the standard level International 
Baccalaureate Philosophy examination.  This course fulfills the Minnesota high school graduation standards in Government and 
Citizenship.  Prerequisite:  Successful completion of all prior social studies courses and/or grade level proficiency in reading 
and writing, strongly recommended. 
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H475411 20th Century Topics IB 
Grades 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course examines social, economic, political, and scientific thought in Europe throughout the 19th 
century and its manifestations globally during the 20th century.  IB History is a rigorous course calling for extra reading, writing, 
and reflection.  Students will be expected to stay on top of their homework and be prepared not only to attend, but also to 
contribute to class discussions.  Document analysis, research, historiography, and writing will be stressed as students investigate 
history from diverse perspectives.  Students will be expected complete at least one extensive topic paper and to take part in exam 
preparation activities for the standard level International Baccalaureate History examination.  This course fulfills the Minnesota 
high school graduation standards in Government and Citizenship.  Prerequisite:  Successful completion of all prior social 
studies courses and/or grade level proficiency in reading and writing, strongly recommended. 
 
Grade 11-12:  US History Standard (only for those students who have not previously received the standard) 
 
H404101 US History 
Grade 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course is designed to teach historical and contemporary views of people, places, events, and dates 
from multiple perspectives.  Students will examine how these views have shaped the development of the United States of 
America from indigenous beginnings to its present status as a world influence; and also discern that many cultures have 
contributed and continue to contribute to this development. 
Prerequisite:  This course fulfills the Minnesota high school graduation standard for US History. 
 
Grade 12:  Electives (to be offered as staffing and demand allow) 
 
H476151 Economics 2 IB 
Grade 12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Economic Systems 2 IB explores advanced topics in four principal areas of modern economics Ð 
microeconomics, macroeconomics, international economics, and development economics Ð with an eye to understanding both 
how great economic thinkers of the past have treated these topics and how they are treated today.  A goal of the course will be to 
prepare for the Higher Level IB examination in economics.  Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Economic Systems IB. 
 
H475601 History of Americas IB 
Grade 12 Full Year 
Course Description:  IB History of the Americas is the second of two years of preparation for the IB higher level history 
examination.  The content of the course includes the regional option of the modern history of Latin America, Central America and 
the United States.  The course also includes the study of three of the IB twentieth century world topics.  The topics include:  The 
Cold War, causes, practices, and effects of war, and nationalist and independence movements.  The course will also provide 
instruction on the skills necessary to complete the IB exam. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of History of Europe IB/20th Century Topics IB. 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
 

The following list represents the course offerings in Special Education.  Due to the individualization of the courses, these are 
general course descriptions.  Course content will vary according to the individual students and the decisions made by the IEP 
team and/or case manager.  Please consult with your team and/or case manager when preparing your registration schedule. 
 
A410051 Language Arts 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Reading, written language and speaking skills are the focus of this course for students who have an IEP in 
reading and written language.  Students will be introduced to a wide range of literature as well as many basic reading and writing 
strategies.  As needed, students will prepare for the reading and writing tests required for graduation. 
Prerequisite:  Instructor or case manager permission required. 
 
A410001 Reading Strategies 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This is a reading and writing course for special education students.  Students rotate from computer-
generated lessons to independent reading to small group instruction on specific reading and writing skills.  This yearlong class is 
for students who need skill development to pass graduation requirements. 
Prerequisite:  Instructor or case manager permission required. 
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A410221  Essential Math 3 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Instruction introduces and assesses the high school Minnesota Mathematics Standards aligned to Saxon 6/5 
curriculum.  Students continue to improve mathematical reasoning and skills in the areas of patterns and functions, number sense, 
algebra, spatial sense, probability and statistics.  Prerequisite:  Instructor or case manager permission required. 
 
A412521 Discovery Science  
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Students will explore the following units of study from the Minnesota State Physical Science Standards:  
the scientific method, the metric system, motion, forces, matter, molecules, atoms, compounds, periodic table, and chemical 
reactions.  Prerequisite:   Instructor or case manager permission required. 
 
A412501 Life Science (Biology Basics)  
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Students will explore the following units of study from the Minnesota State Life Science Standards:  tools 
of science/experimental design, characteristics of life/chemistry of life, cellular patterns and processes, photosynthesis and 
respiration, heredity and genetics, agents of infection:  viruses and bacteria, evolutionary patterns and processes, the brain and 
nervous system, and ecological relationships.  Prerequisite:   Instructor or case manager permission required. 
 
A412101 Human Geography 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This Social Studies class investigates aspects of communities and helps students develop an understanding 
of what it means to be a citizen at the neighborhood, local, state, national and global level.  This will be reflected and 
demonstrated in student projects relating to Minnesota, and by students creating their own culture, utilizing aspects of established 
societies and cultures around the globe.  Prerequisite:  Instructor or case manager permission required. 
 
A412151 US Citizenship 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course introduces students to United States Government, constitutional law, and the rights and 
responsibilities of functioning, contributing citizens.  It includes the story of the United States Constitution and its amendments, 
the structure of the government and the means by which citizens interact with the government, as well as rights that different 
citizens have worked to attain throughout different periods in history.  Prerequisite:  Instructor or case manager permission 
required. 
 
A412051 US History 
Grades 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course focuses on US History from the Colonial Period to the present era through views of people, 
places and events.  Students will investigate specific events and concepts of history utilizing a variety of sources (e.g. internet) 
and different points of views including personal understanding and opinion.  Prerequisite:  Instructor or case manager permission 
required. 
 
A415601 Study Skills 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course teaches self-advocacy, study skills and strategies for academic success as well as assists 
students in self-monitoring progress on individual goals.  Prerequisite:  Instructor or case manager permission required. 
 
A419201 STEPS (Specialized Transition Employment Planning Services) 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  the STEPS Program is a Saint Paul Public School service to help students with special education needs 
prepare for employment and independence after graduation.  Students are not paid for their participation in the STEPS Program, 
but earn school credits, receive letter grades, gain valuable Òreal-lifeÓ experience and can obtain good work references.  At our 
nonprofit sites, students are participating in volunteer service-learning opportunities. 
Prerequisite:  Instructor or case manager permission required. 
 
A419501 Occupational Internship (Work Experience) 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  In this course, students will be involved in one of the following:  competitive employment, job shadowing, 
community service, apprenticeships, or internships.  They will locate, apply, and interview to secure a career internship. 
Prerequisite:  Instructor or case manager permission required. 
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Program for Achieving Success (PAS) 
PAS is a self-contained special education program for students with emotional and behavioral disorders in the high school setting.  
The program emphasis is twofold:  providing the necessary instruction and support for students to be successful academically and 
developing social and life skills needed to participate in both mainstream classes and the greater community.  PAS is staffed by 
three licensed special education teachers, a social worker, and four educational assistants.  Math, English, Health/Science, 
Physical Education, History/Social Studies, and Life Skills classes are offered. 
 

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
 

T406111 Auto Technology 1 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This course is for anyone who plans to own or drive a car. This class is designed for all students, with or 
without previous mechanical experience. The students will learn the functions of the various automotive systems and preventive 
maintenance. Additionally, there will be an opportunity for students to perform minor service and repairs.  Prerequisite: None 
 
T406121 Auto Technology 2 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 (2 hours) 
Course Description:  This class is a continuation of the Auto Tech I class. Completion of Auto Tech II will give the students a 
good foundation in the operation, maintenance, and repair of an automobile.  Prerequisite: Auto Tech 1 
 
T406131 Auto Technology 3 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 (2 hours) 
Course Description:  This class will continue with the topics taught in Auto Tech I and II, but in more detail. Concepts such as 
systems theory and repair and use of diagnostic equipment will be learned. The student will also be exposed to auto industry 
apprenticeship programs, technical college advantages and ASE certification.  Prerequisite: Auto Tech 1 and Auto Tech 2 
 
T400011 Technology Literacy 
Grades 9-12 Quarters 1-2 or Quarters 3-4 
Course Description:  Technology Literacy is an introductory course into the world of Information Technology.  Students will 
be introduced the basic computer hardware but will also learn computer applications that will help them be a better high school 
student, be more prepared for college, and be a more qualified employee. We will use various productivity applications as well as 
graphic applications such as Adobe Photoshop and Flash. Basic web design will also be introduced.  Prerequisite:  None 
 
T407601 Digital Imaging 
Grades 9-12 Quarters 1-2 
Course Description:  Students in Digital Imaging will use computers and software to analyze and create content for use in 
publications, web sites, presentations, and video.  Specifically, students will use Adobe Photoshop CS3 throughout other software 
packages to create eye-catching, multi-media content. Students will also be using hardware such as scanners, digital cameras, and 
other input/output devices.  Prerequisite:  None 
 
T407221 Web Page Design 
Grades 9-12 Quarters 3-4 
Course Description:  This course will focus on learning the tools necessary to create and manage web pages.  Students will learn 
software packages such as Adobe DreamweaverCS3 and Flash CS3 as well as web programming languages HTML and CSS.  In 
addition, students will learn some principles of animation using Flash.  Prerequisite:  None 
 
T405301 Intro to Computer Programming IB Prep 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This is a half year course wherein students use their math and logic skills to write computer programs in 
the Java programming language.  Learn basic computer language syntax, Ôwhile loopsÕ, conditionals and more.  Students will also 
learn how to write code to produce a simple computer game.  Prerequisite:  None 
 
T405311 Advanced Computer Programming 
Grades 9-12 Quarters 1-2 or Quarters 3-4 
Course Description:  This course is a continuation of the course: Intro to Computer Programming IB Prep. Students in this 
course will continue to explore the possibilities of the Java programming language as related to Computer Science.  This course is 
also available as an online, independent study course. Contact the instructor, Brian Reinhardt for details.  
(brian.reinhardt@spps.org)  Prerequisite:  Intro to Computer Programming IB Prep 
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M471411 Computer Science IB SL 
Grades 11-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This is a year long computer science class using the Java programming language. This course is based on 
both the IB Computer Science Standard Level and the AP Exam A syllabus. At the end of this course students will be encouraged 
to take either the IB Computer Science Standard Level Exam or the AP (A) Exam. The class will prepare students for the exam of 
their choice.  Prerequisite:  Intro to Computer Programming IB Prep 
 
T401311 Beginning Drafting 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  Students will perform techniques of mechanical drafting with instruments and computer-aided drafting; 
demonstrate proper use and care of drafting instruments, computers, and software; understand and apply measuring and scaled 
drawings; develop a drafting vocabulary; construct geometric constructions; construct three-view, isometric, and sectional 
drawings; understand blueprint reading symbols; and investigate career opportunities.  Prerequisite: None 
 
T401361 Architectural Drafting , Intermediate 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This course provides instruction and drafting experience for students wishing to enter the fields of 
architecture, interior design, construction, carpentry, and for future homeowners.  Students will work through the design process 
for residential structures as well as learning the techniques and terms to produce a set of architectural plans.  Students will learn to 
design kitchens and bathrooms, draw floor plans, elevations and other detailed plans that are required for residential structures.  
Assignments will be completed using Chief Architect, a computer-aided drafting program.  Prerequisite: Beginning Drafting 
 
T401371 Architectural Drafting , Advanced 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  Students will further develop an architectural drafting vocabulary; expand upon existing knowledge of 
floor plans, wall sections, plot plans, and elevations.  This course introduces roof plans and electrical plans.  Students will 
understand blueprint reading using abbreviations and symbols common to the building trades and architectural businesses.  
Students will develop design and problem solving skills from real world situations.  Prerequisite: Architectural Drafting 1 
 
T400111 Intro duction to Graphic Arts 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This course provides an overview of screen process printing.  Students will learn step-by-step procedures in 
screen printing from concept to final printed product.  Students will be working with different mediums to design and lay out 
various images which will then be screen printed.  Designs will be assigned to or created by the students, produced in a variety of 
mediums, hand cut, pen and ink, computer generated, and then printed.  The final copy will consist of one to as many as four 
colors and can be printed on paper, glass, wood or fabric.  Computer images will be generated through the use of Typestyler, 
Adobe Photo Shop, Adobe Illustrator and various clip art.  Student will study the Macintosh operating system and the efficient 
use of the computer when dealing with graphic layout.  Prerequisite: None 
 
T400121 Intermediate Graphic Arts  
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This course is a continuation of Introduction to Graphic Arts. Students will learn the stages involved in the 
development of graphic messages, how function applies to graphic design and the elements and principles of design.  Through a 
number of projects, students will develop skills in designing and producing real products for screen printing.  Students will also 
produce a four color poster for a school event, activity or community service project.  Prerequisite: Introduction to Graphic Arts 
 
T400141 Production Graphics 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This course serves to integrate skills and knowledge learned throughout the Graphic Arts program.  
Students will produce graphic screen printed products for customers just as they would for a commercial printing company.  Each 
student will be part of a team during the production process.  Students learn that attention to detail and building a strong work 
ethic is essential for meeting customer needs.  Customer needs vary in complexity and stage of completion.  Students will take a 
variety of screen printing jobs through the phases of design and layout, digital imaging, image assembly, stencil production and 
printing.  Throughout the process students will practice and apply quality control. 
Prerequisite: Intro to Graphic Arts and Intermediate Graphic Arts 
 
T402111 Woodworking, Beginning 
Grades 9-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  Students will demonstrate the safe and proper use of hand tools and operation of selected woodworking 
power equipment in the construction of assigned project(s).  Prerequisite: None 
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T402121 Woodworking, Intermediate 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This course allows students to continue their exploration on woodworking. Class activities may include: 
understanding blueprint reading, using abbreviations and symbols, using and applying accurate measurements in the construction 
of projects, determining cost estimation and material requirements when ordering lumber, incorporating step-by-step procedure 
planning, demonstrating satisfactory level of competence when operating woodworking hand tools and power equipment, and 
understanding finishing process.  Prerequisite: Beginning Woodworking 
 
T402131 Woodworking, Advanced 
Grades 10-12 Quarter 1-2 or Quarter 3-4 
Course Description:  This course furthers the knowledge and activities gained in Intermediate Woodworking, including: 
understanding blueprint reading, using abbreviations and symbols, using and applying accurate measurements in the construction 
of projects, determining cost estimation and material requirements when ordering lumber, incorporating step-by-step procedure 
planning, demonstrating a satisfactory level of competence when operating woodworking hand tools and power equipment, and 
understanding finishing process.  Prerequisite: Beginning and Intermediate Woodworking 
 
T404501 Construction Technology 
Grades 9-12 Full Year, offered in odd years. 
Course Description:  Construction Technology is a course within the Building Technology Academy and provides students with 
the opportunity to develop a variety of knowledge and skills associated with the construction industry through shop activities and 
work on Habitat for Humanity job sites.  Students will learn how to safely operate a variety of hand and power tools, learn the 
basics of floor, wall and roof framing, how the exterior of the structure is enclosed and finished, and apply this new knowledge to 
build simple structures of make alterations and repairs on residential buildings.  Prerequisite:  None 
 
T404511 Construction Systems &  Design 
Grades 9-12 Full Year, offered in even years. 
Course Description:  This course will explore construction and its relation to the major technology clusters.  Students will be 
introduced to design process and the use of drafting as a ÒlanguageÓ, in the construction industry.  Students will acquire 
knowledge of computational and measurement skills and technologies used in drafting and construction.  Student will use 
technical skills to create plans for designing and constructing complex structures or analyzing existing structures.  Students will 
gain supervised learning experience working on Habitat for Humanity home sites and will continue/begin to develop a portfolio. 

 
WORLD LANGUAGES 

 

 

World Languages Standards 
There are no state standards in world languages; however, college entrance requirements almost always include 2-3 years of study 
in a foreign language. Study in this subject is as important to success in today's world markets as it is in local neighborhoods.  
Each language course sequence prepares all learners to communicate effectively in the pluralistic society of the United States and 
to look beyond its borders to participate more fully in the global community. A variety of cultural materials and technologies 
provides learners with authentic experiences. 
 
 
W403111  Chinese 1 Pre-AP/IB Prep  
Grades 9-12  Full Year  
Course Description:  Level I introduces the basic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing through thematically designed 
units.  Topics include home, school, family, work and leisure activities.  Learning the structure of the language enables students to 
move from memorization to creating with Chinese.  In addition, students explore the culture, history and geography of Chinese 
speaking societies.  Students develop the following:  speaking, understanding, reading and writing in the Chinese language; 
insight into the Chinese culture; insight their own culture; direct access to information in Chinese; and abilities assessed according 
to international performance standards.   
Prerequisite: None  
 
W403121 Chinese 2 Pre-AP/IB Prep  
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Level II provides the language base for all further learning.  It reviews the language and culture presented 
in Level I and introduces new situations and themes.  Learners increase proficiency in Chinese through expanded vocabulary and 
grammar.  Students speak exclusively in Chinese for short time segments.  Students continue to develop the following:  speaking, 
understanding, reading and writing in the Chinese language; insight into the Chinese cultures; insight into their own culture; direct 
access to information in Chinese; and abilities assessed according to international performance standards.  
Prerequisite: Chinese 1 IB Prep (two years in Junior High or equivalent proficiency)  
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W473131 Chinese 3 IB (Honors)  
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Level III builds on all learning from the previous two levels.  Advanced practice refines the use of 
vocabulary as students participate in oral presentations and discussions, independent reading, and creative and directed writing.  
Longer time segments are spent exclusively in the Chinese language.  Extensive cultural materials provide greater depth of 
comprehension, communication and cultural understanding.  Students continue to develop the following:  speaking, 
understanding, reading and writing in the Chinese language; insight into the Chinese cultures; insight into their own culture; direct 
access to information in Chinese; and abilities assessed according to state, international performance standards. 
Prerequisite: Chinese 2 IB Prep or equivalent proficiency 
 
W473141  Chinese 4 IB (Honors) 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  In Level IV students are immersed in the Chinese language for all but grammar explanations.  The course 
continues to build and expand on previous learning.  A variety of literary works are analyzed; grammar is introduced as needed to 
enable students to write essays, journals and papers, and to participate in oral presentations and discussions.  Upon completion of 
the course, students will have developed their Chinese skills to a degree that will allow them to successfully complete the 
International Baccalaureate Chinese B, subsidiary level examination.  Students continue to develop the following: speaking, 
understanding, reading and writing in the Chinese language; insight into the Chinese cultures; insight into their own culture; direct 
access to information in Chinese; and abilities assessed according to a specific international standard. 
Prerequisite:  Chinese 3 IB or equivalent proficiency 
 
W473151 Chinese 5 IB (Honors) 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:    In Level V students are totally immersed in the Chinese language.  The course continues to expand on 
previous learning as it explores several themes.  Literary works and films are analyzed; grammar is ancillary to enable students to 
explore these themes.  Upon completion of the course, students will have developed their Chinese skills to a degree that will allow 
them to successfully complete the International Baccalaureate Chinese B, higher level examination.  Where the IB Test was 
optional in Chinese IV, it is now required, at either subsidiary or higher level.  Students continue to develop the following:  
speaking, understanding, reading and writing in the Chinese language; insight into the Chinese cultures; insight into their own 
culture; direct access to information in Chinese; and abilities assessed according to a specific international standard. 
Prerequisite:  Chinese 4 IB or equivalent proficiency 
 
W473161 Chinese 6 IB (Honors) 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Level IV, in addition to being a total immersion course, is designed according to the needs and interests of 
the students enrolled.  The course continues to explore several themes.  Literary works and films are analyzed; independent and 
group projects are assigned; grammar is ancillary to enable students to explore these projects and themes; community resources 
supply much of the course foundation.  Students may sit for the IB higher level examination and may take other exams (SAT, AP) 
and competitions.  Students continue to develop the following:  speaking, understanding, reading and writing in the Chinese 
language; insight into the Chinese cultures; insight into their own culture; direct access to information in Chinese; and abilities 
assessed according to a variety of international standards.  Prerequisite:  Chinese 5 IB or equivalent proficiency 
 
W401261 French 1 Pre-AP/IB Prep 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  The goals of this beginning proficiency-based course are to teach the student to communicate in French and 
to develop cultural awareness. The basic objective is to help each student attain equal proficiency in the four language skills of 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  To help reach this goal, the student is introduced to such vocabulary topics as meeting 
people, having a snack in a cafŽ, daily activities at home, at school, and on the weekend, people and their possessions, city life 
(the home, the family and urban activities) buying clothes, leisure-time activities, and food and meals.  A variety of techniques are 
used to develop communicative competence:  conversations, dialogues, oral presentations, written exercises and compositions.  
The student is also introduced to the diversity of the French language and culture through carefully planned units that present the 
French-speaking countries around the world.  This is done through a wide range of media presentations.  Prerequisite:  None 
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W401271 French 2 Pre-AP/IB Prep 
Grades 9-12 Full Year  
Course Description:  This course reinforces communication skills and exposure to authentic cultural materials.  Vocabulary and 
structures studied in French I will be reviewed to reinforce skills acquired earlier.  In addition, the student will study such topics 
as meeting and describing people, weekend activities, meals and food shopping, free time and entertainment, sports and health, 
the house and home, and clothing and accessories, travel and summer vacation, and getting around by car. At the end of this two-
year program, the student is expected to demonstrate, at the appropriate level, the communicative skills of listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing necessary in everyday situations.  A cultural study of France and the other European French-speaking areas 
allows the student to compare and contrast these cultures with the American lifestyle.  This is done through a wide range of media 
presentations.  Prerequisite: French 1 IB Prep (two years in Junior High or equivalent proficiency) 
 
W471231 French 3 IB (Honors) 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This level is designed for students who are interested in possibly preparing for the French IB exam given 
during the fourth, fifth, and /or sixth year of study.  Vocabulary and structures studied in French II will be reviewed to reinforce 
skills acquired earlier.  In addition, the student will increase his or her knowledge of tense construction and complex grammatical 
structures in order to create short, simple sentences as well as more complex, cohesive thoughts.  To make this process more real, 
special units studying fairytales and mysteries stories are introduced.  In addition, a cultural study of French in North and South 
America, the Caribbean, the South Pacific, and Asia is explored through readings, current events, and geographic awareness. This 
is done through a wide range of media presentations.  Prerequisite: French 2 IB Prep or equivalent proficiency 
 
W431221 Immersion French 3 
Grade 9 Full Year 
Course Description:  This level is designed for students who are interested in possibly preparing for the French IB exam given 
during the fourth, fifth, and /or sixth year of study.  This course, taught entirely in French, focuses on the immersion student and 
his or her linguistic needs in especially reading and writing.  Short stories act as a guide to writing development and reading 
fluency.  Cultural studies of the French speaking countries help remind the student of the scope of the French language and the 
depth of the French culture worldwide.  Prerequisite:  Completion of the districtÕs Immersion French program through Junior 
High or equivalent proficiency 
 
#TBD Immersion French 4 
Grade 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description: This level is designed for students who are interested in for the French IB exam given during the fourth, 
fifth, and /or sixth year of study.  This course, taught entirely in French, continues focusing on the immersion student and his or 
her linguistic needs, especially in speaking and writing.  Authentic materials act as a guide to language development and fluency.  
Cultural studies of French-speaking countries (in particular, Asian and African cultures) help remind the student of the scope of 
the French language and the depth of the French culture worldwide.   
Prerequisite:  Immersion French 3 or teacherÕs approval 
 
W471241 French 4 IB (Honors) 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This level is designed for students who are interested in sitting for the French IB exam given in the spring 
of this year or for those who have a desire to increase their level of French. The main objectives of this course are to increase the 
studentÕs language proficiency (i.e. his or her ability to use French for communication) and to build the studentÕs fluency (i.e. the 
ease and confidence with which he or she use French for self-expression). With a focus on language in real-life contexts, this 
program teaches French in a communicative manner and utilizes many types of interactive and communicative activities with a 
new focus on classic literature, cultural readings, current issues, and writing skills.  Oral presentations and essays are expected.  
Prerequisite:  French 3 IB, Immersion French or equivalent proficiency 
 
W471251 French 5 IB (Honors) 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This level is designed for students who are interested in sitting for the French IB exam given in the spring 
of this year or for those who have a desire to maintain or increase their level of French. This advanced topics course centers on the 
history of France from prehistoric times to the present day.  The development of a nation, its people, and its literary and artistic 
growth is studied through various readings, films, news articles, and books.  Some grammatical structures are reviewed when 
necessary.  Oral presentations and research papers are required.  Prerequisite: French 4 IB or equivalent proficiency 
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W471261 French 6 IB (Honors) 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This level is designed for students who are interested in sitting for the French IB exam given in the spring 
of this year or for those who have a desire to maintain or increase their level of French. This course will be taught as a half year 
course.  Each half year will focus an advanced topic in French culture.  Topics will be announced the spring of each year when 
enrolled is known.  Prerequisite: French 5 IB or equivalent proficiency 
 
W402161 German 1 Pre-AP/IB Prep 
Grades 9-11 Full Year 
Course Description:   Introduction to the language and culture and culture of the German-speaking world, stressing the ability to 
ask for and give information, and to describe situations in German. Content may include holidays, personal descriptions and 
feelings, slang, weather, greetings, courtesies, school, home, time, numbers, food, clothing, sports, and games, crafts, music, 
singing, folk dancing, skits, and use of films, videos, audio tapes, computer programs, and guest speakers. Students will be able to 
understand and use German in present and future expressions.  Prerequisite: None 
 
W402171 German 2 Pre-AP/IB Prep 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Vocabulary and structures from German 1 will be reviewed to reinforce skills acquired earlier. 
Communication skills will be expanded so that students can interact with native speakers in more increasingly complex situations. 
Students will use authentic materials, including short stories, comic books, and television programs. The introduction of 
additional grammar forms will enable students to deal with different age groups and social situations. Field trips may include 
foreign travel. Students will be able to describe the past and understand conversation about things that have happened. 
Prerequisite: German 1 IB Prep or equivalent proficiency 
 
W472131 German 3 IB (Honors) 
Grades 9-12  Full Year 
Course Description:  Vocabulary and structures from German 1 and German 2 will be reviewed to reinforce skills acquired 
earlier. New grammar forms will be introduced. Students will be able to initiate and maintain conversations as needed for travel, 
conversing with strangers, ordering meals, purchasing items, dealing with health, etc. The differences and similarities between the 
various parts of the German-speaking world will be discussed.  There will be reading in German fables, legends, and fairy tales. 
Prerequisite: German 2 IB Prep or equivalent proficiency 
 
W472141 German 4 IB (Honors) 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Advanced grammar topics will be studied in a seminar format. Students will develop technical 
vocabularies, write short themes, and give individual presentations. Readings may include a major work of German Literature in 
addition to shorter texts on specialized fields such as ecology, business, psychology, etc. Field trips may include foreign travel.  
Students will be expected to make regular contacts with the German-speaking world by internet, newspaper, or in-person 
encounters.  Prerequisite: German 3 IB or equivalent proficiency 
 
W472151 German 5 IB (Honors) 
Grades 10-12 Full year  
Course Description:  This is an advanced seminar course taught on the superior level. The students will focus on improving their 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills with special consideration of their personal needs. The course may include special 
topics such as government, geography, auto mechanics, world trade, etc. Major literary works will be studied as well as numerous 
shorter texts in relevant areas.  Increased contact with German news and political life will be required. 
Prerequisite: German 4  IB or equivalent proficiency 
 
W472161 German 6 IB (Honors) 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This advanced course on the superior level uses a seminar format. The students will improve their reading, 
writing, listening, and speaking skills with special consideration to their personal needs. This course may include topics such as 
current event, science and technology, art, films, politics, architecture, archaeology, dance, etc. The students will study advanced 
grammar topics. Major literary works will be read as well as additional shorter texts.  Significant contacts with German speakers 
and/or German media is required.  Prerequisite: German 5  IB or equivalent proficiency 
 
W401511 Latin 1 Pre-AP/IB Prep 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  The focus is developing studentsÕ skills in Latin structure (which is very different from English), 
vocabulary (Latin gives English more of its words than any other language), pronunciation. By the end of the course, students are 
able to read aloud and understand Latin stories and to translate basic English sentences into Latin.  Prerequisite: None 
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W401521 Latin 2 Pre-AP/IB Prep 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course is a continuation of Latin 1, with a focus on further development of language and vocabulary 
skills. Students study unadapted Latin texts including inscriptions, by Martial, poetry by Catullus, and prose by authors such as 
Caesar. By the end of the course, students are able to read Latin aloud with ease, to translate Latin into idiomatic English, and to 
develop simple original Latin Compositions.  Prerequisite: Latin 1 IB Prep or equivalent proficiency 
 
W471531 Latin 3 IB (Honors) 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  A continuation of the study of the language begun in previous years, this course focuses on the reading a 
wide array of the works of the roman poet Ovid. He has written epic & lyric poetry as well as prose letters.  By the end of the 
course, students are able to demonstrate a facility with Latin grammar and syntax, to understand and translate Latin prose and 
poetry, including meter and to relate the literature to its historical and social background.  Prerequisite: Latin 2 IB Prep or 
equivalent proficiency 
 
W471541 Latin 4 IB (Honors) 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Students are involved in a highly individualized course of study of Latin authors. Students will read the 
epic poetry of Vergil and the lyric poetry of Catullus, Ovid, and Horace.  They will also continue practicing poetic meter and 
recital.  Prerequisite: Latin 3 IB or equivalent proficiency 
 
W402611 Russian 1 Pre-AP/IB Prep 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course description:  Introduction to Russian language and culture, stressing studentsÕ ability to ask for and give information and 
to describe situations in Russian.  Students will learn and master the Cyrillic alphabet and its pronunciation.  Course concentrates 
on learning basic listening, reading, writing and speaking skills.  The course includes learning basic Russian grammar:  three 
tenses, six cases, verb conjugations.  Along with learning major vocabulary, students will sing, dance, cook and participate in 
field trips to local Russian restaurants and stores.  Students will prepare for and participate in the state Olympiada of Spoken 
Russian.  Prerequisite: None 
 
W402621 Russian 2 Pre-AP/IB Prep 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Vocabulary and grammar structures from Russian 1 will be reviewed and reinforced.  Communication 
skills will be expanded so that students can interact with Russian speakers in increasingly complex situations.  Students will use 
authentic materials, including books, magazines, television programs, movies and newspapers.  The introduction of additional 
grammar concepts will enable students to write essays in Russian and deal with different social situations.  Students will engage 
in comparative study of Russian and North American culture.  Coursework will include online computer modules.  Students will 
prepare for and participate in the state Olympiada of Spoken Russian. 
Prerequisite:  Russian 1 IB Prep or equivalent proficiency 
 
W472631 Russian 3 IB (Honors) 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description: New grammar concepts and vocabulary will be introduced.  Students will be able to initiate and maintain 
conversation on any topic.  Students will practice oral presentations and written assignments on various topics (history, literature 
and personal interests) in preparation for the IB exam.  Coursework will include online computer modules.  Students will prepare 
for and participate in the state Olympiada of Spoken Russian and the National Russian Essay Contest. 
Prerequisite: Russian 2 IB Prep or equivalent proficiency 
 
W472641 Russian 4 IB (Honors) 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  New grammar concepts and vocabulary will be introduced.  Students will participate in oral debates and do 
grammatical and stylistic analyses of texts in Russian.  Students will create mock television advertisements and other video 
presentations.  Students will learn and practice consecutive interpreting.  Students will do linguistic and cultural comparison 
studies of Russia and North America.  Coursework will include online computer modules.  Students will prepare for and 
participate in the state Olympiad of Spoken Russian and the National Russian Essay Contest. 
Prerequisite: Russian 3 IB or equivalent proficiency 
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W401161 Spanish 1 Pre-AP/IB Prep 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course develops communication skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing Spanish suitable for 
Level 1 language acquisition.  Students will learn how to use Spanish in a culturally appropriate manner in daily life situations.  
Students are taught language patterns, correct intonation, and the characteristic pronunciation of Spanish. A comparative analysis 
of grammar, terminology and meaning is made between English and Spanish.  An understanding of and respect for other people, 
cultures and customs will be presented.  Prerequisite: None 
 
W401171 Spanish 2 Pre-AP/IB Prep 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course continues to emphasize fundamental skills needed in daily life. Grammar, basic language 
patterns, and word order are systematically taught to facilitate comprehension and correct usage. Multicultural understanding is 
facilitated by specialized units.  Prerequisite:  Spanish 1 IB Prep (two years in Junior High or equivalent proficiency) 
 
W471131 Spanish 3 IB (Honors) 
Grades 9-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course focuses on improving speaking, reading, writing, and listening skills with a more in-depth 
study of grammar. Written exercises and compositions are continued. Emphasis is given to discussion of materials related to 
Spanish culture. The reading program includes appropriate level texts in prose and poetry. 
Prerequisite: Spanish 2 IB Prep or equivalent proficiency 
 
W471141 Spanish 4 IB (Honors) 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  The main objective of this course is to prepare the students to communicate with people whose first 
language is Spanish.  This course will prepare the students to take the IB exam and provide many opportunities to speak and hear 
Spanish.  Students will participate in debates, discussions, one-on-one interviews with other students and the teacher, and will 
present to the class on a variety of topics.  Reading skills will be improved by reading magazine articles, stories poems, and other 
literary works.  Writing skills will be improved by writing compositions and doing short research papers.  Different cultural 
aspects of Spanish-speaking countries will also be taught through the study of art and music. 
Prerequisite: Spanish 3 IB or equivalent proficiency 
 
W471151 Spanish 5 IB (Honors) 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  This course concentrates on an in-depth, fine tuning of speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills. Self-
expression is important in all skills; students are expected to use Spanish exclusively in this course. Representative Spanish 
literature on a more advanced level includes poetry and prose. The Spanish grammar is reviewed as a very important part of the 
language.  Prerequisite: Spanish 4 IB or equivalent proficiency 
 
W471161 Spanish 6 IB (Honors) 
Grades 10-12 Full Year 
Course Description:  Students will work with level 5 for the part of the course, responding to stricter criteria, if enrollment 
warrants. Native speakers will create group products/projects together with the students. They will take advantage of Hispanic 
events in the community as they occur and will develop their own curriculum along these lines. 
Prerequisite: Spanish 5 IB or equivalent proficiency 


